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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Lire Beiter of the fatowing sheets, having for more 
than three and twenty years had the Care of several country 
Parishes, has reason, from that long experience, to lament 
the corruption so prevalent in the rising generation, as well 
as the inattention so notorious in the conduét of Parents and 
Masters of Fainilies in general, respetting their duty and 
religious obligations to consult the future welfare and to 
promote thé eternal interest of their children and domesticse 
+ 

This little Traét is therefore intended to stir up the minds, 
and to stimulate the resolutions both of parents and children, 
as well as of masters and servants, whose situation and 
circumstances may preclude them fromy or deprive them-of, 
better helps and opportunities to inform themselves of the 
ONE THING NEEDFUL; in hopes that the God of all 
grace may mercifully vouchsafe to blefs a feeble endeavour 
to promote their everlasting felicity. 


Bristo1y, Det, 27, 179% 
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THE 


DOMESTIC MONITOR, &c. 


- AN 
INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 
TO 


Parents and Mafters of Families. 


Ir is a fubje&t of the moft melancholy nature to 
contemplate that awful period, when thofe parents 
and mafters of families fhall be fummoned before 
God’s exalted tribunal, who have negleéted to cul- 
tivate the morals of their children, fervants and 
domeftics, and to inftil religious principles into their 
minds; who have not taken every poflible care, and 
have not ufed all proper means, to inftru& them in 
the way of falvation; to convince them of the worth 
of their fouls, of their dangerous fituation whilft here 
on earth, of the reality of invifible things, and their 
near approach to them, 


B Art 


ee 

Are you, who are the objeéts of this addrefs, truly 
perfuaded, that the blood of thofe who are committed 
by Providence to your care and jurifdi@tion, fhall be 
required at your hands, if they fhould perifh through 
your negleét or bad example? Remember the apoftolic 
injunion, Ephef. vi. 4. Ye fathers, bring up your chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And if 
fins of omiffon are in.their nature fo heinous, how 
enormous mutt fins of commifion appear ? What muft 
then become of thofe who connive at the faults com- 
rhitted by their children and families; and who, by 
their own imprudent conduét, tempt them to—and 
encourage them in—fin and luft, pride and_prodiga- 
lity ? What poignant grief muft {uch perfons fuftair, 
when they come to reflect that a foul is configned to 
eternal woe, through their inadvertency and negleét ? 
Yea, and what additional and aggravated mifery muft 
it be to participate of the fame torments, when the 
prefence of thofe, to whofe ruin they have been 
acceffary, fhall enhance their own? Alas! what im- 
precations and curfes muft, reciprocally, enfue ? Oh! 
have pity upon your own bowels ! have compaflion 
upon your own flefh and blood! 


You are not, furely, infufceptible ofimpreffion, nor 
incapable of recolleétion. If you were but to {ee a child, 
a friend, or afervant famting away, or falling down in 
a fwoon, the feelings of humanity would prompt you 
to adminifter to his relief—Should his houie be on 
fire, and his life in jeopardy, you would readily en- 

deavour 


f 3) 
deavour to alarm him, if afleep; and affift to quenck 
the flames, and to fave his property. And do you. 
believe what the Scripture affirms, The wicked fhall go 
into hell; and will you not endeavour to affift the 
weak, to inftru@ the ignorant, to alarm fleepy fins 
ners, and to-refcue the wicked from everlafting fire ? 


Is the body more precious than the foul? is time 
more eftimable than eternity? Confider well the 
fhortnefs and uncertainty of time, the value of fouls, 
the terrors of hell, and the joys of Heaven. Con- 
fider, that the great adverfary of mankind, the Devil 
and his agents are bufy, conftantly fuggefting im- 
pious ideas; and by the help of his allies, the world 
and the flefh, this grand accufer and deceiver is con- 
tinually infinuating various temptations to: entice and 
allure us to fin. Let charity and humanity, therefore, 
excite your pity; if Chriftianity cannot engage your 
love to and concern for immortal fouls, 


Rememser Our Lord’s affirmation, Matt. iv. 4. 
Man jfhall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Your children 
and families have not only their bodies to be fuftained 
and taken care of; which, in {pite of every ex- 
pedient muft, in common with the beaft that perifh, 
return into duft; but they have fouls alfo to be pro- 
vided for, fouls that muft exift through all cternity ! 
confequently man, as a rational and immortal being, 
fhould not fo diligently ek, and fo anxioully ftrive for 

Ba - the: 


(4°) 
the meat which perifheth, as for that meat which endureth 
unto everlafting life. John vi. 27. 


Tue law of Mofes folemnly inculcates the duty 
hereenjoined: Thefé words which I command thee this 
day, fhall be in thine heart, faith the Lord. And thou 
Jralt teach them diligently unio thy children, and fhalt talk 
of them when thou jitteft_in thine houfe, and when thou 
walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft down, and when 
thou rifeft up. Deut. vi. 6,7. Hence the wife man’s 
advice, Train up a child in the way he should go; and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. Prov. xxii, 6. 
Hence Jofhua’s laudable refolution, As for me and 
my houfe, we will ferve the Lord. Jofhua xxiv. 15. 
Hence alfo the pertinent advice of the fon of Sirach, 
Haft thou children? Inflru&t them, and bow down their 
neck from thetr youth. Ecclaf. vii. 23. For this prudent 
conduét, the Lord publicly applauded the patriarch 
Abraham, faying, Gen.-xviii, 19. I know him (Abra- 
ham), that he will command his children, and his houfhold 
after him, and they fall heep the way of the Lord, to 
do juftice and judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon 
Abraham that which he hath fpoken of him. And does it 
not concern, or is it not the obligation and intereft of, 
parents and matters of families in our days, to attend 
to this néceflary duty, as much as in that age in which 
the father of the faithful lived ? 


Tue bleffing of the God of Abraham fhall moft 
affuredly reft upon, and attend thofe families who 
live 


(sao) . 
live in the fear of the Lords as his curfe and male-, 
diétion will, fooner or later, inevitably fall upon and 
deftroy the houfe of the wicked. Prov. iti. 93. 


Consiver, that as the concerns of the foul and 
eternity are of the greateft importance and of the moft ~ 
fublime confequence, they require our peculiar regard, 
and deferve our moft ferious attention. 


Tue mind cannot be duly prepared, nor can the 
heart and affe€tions be naturally difpofed to acquire 
moral and religious habits, any more than a rude fpot 
of earth may be expected fpontaneoufly to produce 
genuine grain, without attention, “labor, and culture. 
Having therefore carefully cultivated the foil, em- 
brace the favorable feafon of fowing your feeds. 
Ecclef, xi, 6. When fown, let it be narrowly 
watched and infpeéted, till the fruit of your induftry, 
by the bleffings of Heaven, begins to appear; and 
when the tender blade fhoots forth,. let it be dili- 
gently cleared and preferved from thofe baneful weeds 
with which the foil is naturally impregnated; as well 
as from fuch noxious tares as the fubtle Apversary 
might have imperceptibly fcattered among the good 
grain. When your laudable application is crowned. 
with fuccefs, and the fruits of your labor are brought 
forth to maturity ; your names fhall be cternized in 
the illuftrious archives of Heaven, as fucceeding gene- 
rations wilt have reafon to blefs you, both in time: 
and in eternity, 
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As dying men, but immortal beings, deliberately: 
perufe and folemnly apply the following Articles, 
with their fubfequent contemplations; and I truft 
that you will experience fome {piritual advantage in 
endeavouring to make your children and fervants fo 
far acquainted with thefe heads, as to treafure them 
up in theirmemory. In order to recommend and en- 
force the folemn truths they contain, at proper in- 
tervals read, or caufe the following Contemplations 
to be read to or by them, with fuch reverence and 
folemnity as the fubje& requires, by way of expla- 
mation. And, in fo neceflary and laudable an em- 
ployment, I with you andthem good fuccefs in the 
name-of*the Lord. 


5 at Sa es Eg Fis 


I BELIEVE there is a God; who made, preferves 
and maintains me;* in whom I live, and move, and 
have my being: who hath given a law, by which 1 
am to be governed here, and fhall be judged here- 
after. Jam therefore not at liberty to live and do 
asI pleafe; but am in duty bound to know, obey, 
love, worfhip and glorify him, who is my greateft 
friend and conftant benefaétor; and who is willing 
to make me eternally happy. 

Tue 


* A@s xvii. 28. See Church Catechifm. Duty towards God. 
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Tuz CONTEMPLATION. 


NO perfon endowed with reafon, or that is capable 
of refleftion, can deny the exiftence of a fupreme 
Being: for the fymmetry, the order and regulation of 
every objet we behold through the whole ceconomy 
of nature, even from the moft contemptible infe& to 
that noble ftru&ture man, at once difplays his inimi- 
table fkill, and proves his omnipotent power, as well 
as his infinite wifdom. And if we foar above this 
terraqueous globe, we fhall be conftrained, with the 
contemplative Pfalmift, to own that the heavens declare 
the glory of God, and that the firmament fheweth his handy- 
work: that there is neither fpeech nor language, but 
where the ‘exalted heralds, in their refpeftive orbs, 
have, as with one mouth, proclaimed their great 
Creator’s -praife, and celebrated his wonderful at- 
chievements, The veftiges of the Deity may be evi- 
dently traced in every page of the admirable and the 
immenfe volume of Nature, where, as Dr. Youne 
obferved, ‘* We meet the Deity in every view.” 
But if we advert to that of revelation, we fhall find 
that God is a Being of incomprehenfible greatnefs and 
majefty, of tranfcendent holinefs and purity, of ins 
finite perfeGtions and moft glorious excellencies— 
That he is an objet moft worthy of our love and 
veneration ; moft willing and able to reward us for 
our fidelity and obedience, And as fuch, our affec- 
tions fhould be fupremely fixed upon him, as we 

would 


SE 5 

would with to confult our prefent peace, and fecure 
our future happinefs. Sincerity is the life and power 
of godlinefs, as well as of real friendfhip; every 
thought, word and aétion, that has any reference to 
God and godlinefs, muft therefore be folemn and fin- 
cere, ere it can be accepted by him (a) who tries the 
heart and the reins; and who cannot be deceived, nor 
impofed upon, by vain and fuperficial mortals. 


Wuarever pretenfions that perfon may make, 
who cares not how feldom or how little his thoughts 
and his tongue are engaged in his duty to his Maker ; 
who has no delight in his fervice, and no zeal for his 
honor and glory, it cannot be fuppofed that Ais heart 
is right towards God, or that he can have any love 
or veneration for the divine Author of his being. 
That which engages our affeétions fupremely, is be- 
come our idol, or our God; confequently, if we do 
not love and delight in the true God above all things, 
we do not revere him as God. We are always care- 
ful to pleafe, and cautious not to offend the obje& we 
fupremely love and efteem; we frequently think of 
that obje&t, and are induced cheerfully to conform 
to what may contribute to his pleafure or fatisfaétion, 
and are alfo difpofed to make his will and word the 
rule of our pra&tice, If God is become, as he ought 
to be, the fupreme obje& of our love and affeétions, 
the thoughts of our being approved by him, and of 
being introduced to his prefence (6) where is fulnefs of 


i 
(2) Pfalm vii. 9. (6) Pfalm xvi. 21. 
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joy, muft be moft pleafing and fatisfaétory to our 


mind; yea, much more defirable than the pleafures, 
riches, and honors of this life. If we love God, as 
we are required, (c) with all our hearts, we fhall en- 
deavour to promote his honor and glory; we fhall ar- 
dently wifh and long for the reformation of man- 
kind, and the profperity of the church, We {hall 
heartily pray that the venerable name of God may be 
hallowed; that his {piritual kingdom may be eftablifhed 
in the hearts of mortals, and its dominion extended 
over all the earth; that (d) God's will may be done on 
earth, as it isin Heaven. 


How can that perfon fay he loves God, who de- 
lights in Mammon? or whofe attachment to thofe 
vain idols of the world, honor, profit and pleafure, 
is more prevalent than to the Holy one of Ifrael? If 
fuch an one would but attend to the remonftrances 
of his confcience, that faithful monitor would con- 
vince him, that the world has greater influence over 
his heart than God and Heaven ; as it is evident that 
his thoughts and affe€tions are more intenfely fet upon 
fecular concerns and fenfual enjoyments, than upon 
thofe which are fpiritual and celeftial, 


Most men know what it is to love and efteem an 
earthly friend, the riches and the pleafures of this life; 
but few there are, comparatively, who can fay from 
fo good experience, what it is to love God; the 

fountain 
(c) Luke x. 27. (4) Matt, vi. 10. 


(10 ) 
fountain of every blefling, the fource of every joy. 
But as God is more peculiarly honored or difhonored 
_ by us, when we are engaged in the duty of public 
worfhip, our love and reverence to the divine objeé 
of our adoration fhould then, more efpecially, engage 
our affe€tions, and influence our condué. . Our 
minds fhould now, with folemn efficacy, reprefent 
unto us the omniprefence and omnifcience of the 
Lord God of Hofts; that (e) all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyés of Him, with whom we have to do, 
That he who is conftantly about our bed and our path, 
and who /pies out all our ways, knows every (f) word 
we utter with our tongue, as well as every thought 
which may be conceived or entertained in our heart, 
That our adorable Redeemer, according to his pro- 
mife, is prefent {g) where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in his name. That the Holy Spirit is ready to 
affift and quicken the devout worfhipper; who 
grieves at the conduét of the pharifaic difflembler, 
the carelefs and fupine. That the holy Angels are 
{pe€tators, and guardians to the pious: yea, that Satan, 
the great deceiver, now ules all his art and fophiftry 
to tempt, entice and allure the foul. As we mu/t 
foon appear before the judgment feat of Chrift, let us 
take heed, Jeft the curfe denounced in Scripture, 


againft him that doth (h) the work of the Lord’ deceitfully, - 


may prove an aggravation to our fins. May we, 
therefore, diligently endeavour to (7) férve God accep» 
tably, 


(e) Heb; iv. 13. (f) Pfalm cxxxix. 4, &c. 
(g) Matt. xviii. 20, (4) Jer. xlviiixao. (i) Heb. xii. 28. 


Le 


{ a9-) 
tably, with reverence and godly fear; who, though he 
will prove as a confuming fire to the profligate and the 
vain, is a bountiful (4) rewarder of them that diligently 
Jfetk, honor, love and obey him. 
(4) Heb. xi. 6. 


re 
AR-E1LC LEI. 


I BELIEVE that man, being * created after the 
image of God, was at firft made holy and happy; 
but by his difobedience to the peremptory command 
of his Creator, he became finful and miferable; and 
that whilft fin dwells in his heart, or defiles his life, 
it renders him hateful to, and guilty before God: 
confequently, if I. die in .a flate of fin and guilt, 
1 mutt.perifh, and become miferable for ever. 


= Gen. i, 24> 
Tuts CONTEMPLATION. 
SIN, being a (a) tranfgrefion of the law, renders the 


tranfgrefior guilty ; and a confcioufnefs of {in creates 
fhame, and conftitutes mifery, When fin, therefore, 
hath dominion over the foul, it muft inevitably prove 
its ruin; for the (6) wages of fin is death, What tre- 
mendous fituation, then, muft every guilty, impenitent 
finner remain in? If he would but look within him, 


he 
(a) 2 John iti. 4. (6) Rom. vi. 23. 
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he fhould find his con{cience regiftering all his fins, 
which, by thought, word, or deed he has committed 
againit the divine Majefty : and who can exprefs the 
terrible fituation of that rebellious creature, whofe 
omnipotent Creator is become his avowed adverfary ? 
If he looks downward, there is death ready to appre- - 
hend the frail body, and hell gaping for the poor, 
negleéted, trembling foul; which even now hangs, 
by the flender thread of life, over the horrid gulph, 
out of which there can be no deliverance! Before 
him various fnares are exquifitely laid, and innume- 
rable temptations moft artfully formed, by the great 
Deceiver of mankind, in order to entice and cap- 
tivate the foul. Behind him,.a ftupendous aggregation 
of unpardoned fins prefents itfelf; one of which is 
fufficient to condemn and fink the foul into the abyfs 
of everlafting woe.—On the one hand, the hoarded 
treafures of unfan@tified wealth, are converted into 
an immenfe catalogue of curfes! and on the other, 
unavoidable miferies, difeafes, and dangers are, every 
moment, ready to arreft the mortal frame, Alarm- 
ing fituation! But how can it be otherwife with a 
foul, that, having loft the divine image, is become 
(c) earthly, fenfual and devilifh ; not only the obje& of 
God's difpleafure, but of his (d) deteftation alfo ? 
Sin having (e) entered into the world, and death by 
fin,—confequently, all mankind are (f) become 
guilty and odious in the fight of an holy anda juft 

: God ; 
~ {c¢) James iii.15. — (d) Zach. xi. 8. (e) Rom, v. 12. 

(f) Rom. iii. 19. 


(12) 
God ; and are alfo become fubje& to all the miferies, 
(g) calamities and difafters, incident to human nature, 
in this life; and, at laft, to death itfelf, according to 
the divine (h)denunciation, Yea, and having diffemi- 
nated its corrupt feed into our mortal contftitution, 
the affailant fin hath not only made us fubje& to 
(t) natural, but to (k) fpirttual and (1) eternal death. 
(g) Job v. 7. Lam. iii. 39. (h) Gen, iii. 19. 


(2) Heb. ix. 27. Gen. ii. 17. (4) Ephef, ii. a. 
(7) Revs ii. 21. Mark ix. 44. 
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ARTICLE Ii 


I BELIEVE that what is born * of the flefh is flefh ; 

_ that from my.earthly parents I derive a carnal natures 
and confequently, that I muft be born + again, and 
be { renewed in the fpirit of my mind, before I can 
fee, or enter into the kingdom of God. 


* John iii. 6. + John iii. 3. $ Ephef. iv. 23. 


CONTEMPLATION. 


THE above Article contains the pofitive declara- 
tions of Chrift; and the do&rine inculcated by his 
Apoftles. Thofe who are born of the flefh, are fub- 
je& to the dominion of corrupt nature; and (a) they | 

Cc that 


{a) Rom, viii. 8. 1 John ii, 16. 


Ca) 
that are in the flefh, being fubjeé& to the ufurpation of 
the old man, the body of fin, cannot pleafe God. 


Our excellent Church, in her explication of 
“The inward and {piritual Grace,” reprefented 
by “ the outward and vifible fign, or form in Bap- 
“ tifm,” defines this renovation of mind and {pirit, 
by “ A death unto fin, and a new birth unto righ- 
“ teoufnefs.” And in the Office of Baptifn, fhe 
enjoins Her minifters to inform the {ponfors, as well 
as the whole congregation, that ‘ Baptifm doth repre- 
* fent unto us our profeflion, which is to follow the 
‘© example of our Saviour Chrift, and to be made like 
** unto him; that as he died, and rofe again for us, 
« {0 fhould we Who are baptized, die from fin, and 
* rife again unto righteoufnefs; continually mortify- 
* ing all our evil and corrupt affeétions, and daily 
& proceeding “in all virtue and godlinefs of living.” » 
And without fuch a renovation, exemplified by a cor- 
refpondent condu& and behaviour, all formal en- 


- gagements to “renounce the devil and all his 


Pa 


* works, the vain pomp and glory df the world, 
«* with all covetous defires of the fame, and the 
« carnal defires ‘of the flefh, fo as not to follow nor 
“ be led by them,” will avail nothing. The breach 
of fuch folemn engagements, or the omiffion of thefe ~ 
avowed obligations, will make our (6) circumcifion uncir- 
cumcifion; or totally invalidate our baptifm. (c) Know 
yenot, faith the Apoftle, that fo many of us as were 
babtized 


(6) Rom. ii. 2g. (c) Rom. vi. 3, 4- 


(45) 

babtized into Fefus Chrift here babtized into his death ?° 
Therefore we are buried with him by babtifm into death ; that 
like as Chrift was raifed np from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even fo we alfo fhould walk in newnefs of life. 
(4) If any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature; old things 
are paft away, and behold all things arebecome new.” New 
difpofitions create new hopes, new fears, new defires, 
new-joys and delights ; fuch as the vain pomp and ° 
glory of the world, with all its meretricious objeés, 
infatuating charms, and {pecious allurements, cannot 
excite or fatisfy. For carnal pleafures and fenfual 
gratifications cannot now adminifter their ufual de- 
light; nor afford real fatisfa@ion, And when the 
affe&tions are principally fet on things above, it is a cer- 
tain indication that the fource’of real pleafure, joy and. 
con(olation, is transferred fromearth to Heaven, 


Anp as our eternal happinefs depends upon. this~ 
internal renovation, it highly becomes every Chriftian 
profeflor to try and (e) examine himfé!f whether he be in’ 
the faith; or, whether the (f) fruits of the Spirit, . 
defcribed by. St. Paul, are difcernible in his life and. 
converfation, 


(4) 2Cor. v. 17. (¢) 2 Cor, xiii. 5. (f) Gal. v. 22, 23. - 
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C2 ARTICLE 


(236+) 


ARE ROLES 7; 


I BELIEVE that God, out of his infinite grace and 
mercy,* fo loved the world, that he gave and fent 
his only begotten Son into it; that whofoever believeth 
in him fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life. 


* John iii. 16. 


CONTEMPLATION. 


(a) WHAT the law could not do, wn that it was weak 
through the flefh, God fending his own Son, in the likenefs 
of finful flefh, and a facrifice for fin, condemned fin in 
the flefh: that the righteoufnefs of the-law might be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
Spirit. Chrift came to reveal the divine will to, as 
well as to make an atonement for the fins of an ig- 
norant, depraved, guilty and miferable world. He 
was fent (5) to feek and to fave them that were loft: to 
lead a life, and give us an example of perfe& ho- 
linels ; to fuffer for fins, and die, (d) the juft for the 
unjuft, that he might bring us to God. 


By virtue of his prevailing merits and mediation, 
God “ pardoneth and abfolveth all them that truly 
; repent, 


(a) Rom, viii. g, 4. (6) Luke xix.10. (c) Matt. xi, 29. 
(d) 1 Pet. iii. 18. 


Cs) 
repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy gofpel.” © 
(¢) Him hath God fet forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for the re~ 
miffion of fins that are paft, through the forbearance of 
God ; that he might be juft, and the juftifier of him who ~ 
believeth in Fefus. And, having * overcome the fharp- 
nefs of death,” by his facrifice offered on the crofs, 
‘‘he hath opened the kingdom of Heaven to all be- 


lievers,” 


Fatth, being the (f) fubflance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not feen; like every fuper- 
natural grace, is the gift of God, and fhould therefore 
be earneftly fought and implored; for (g) without faith - 
we cannot pleafe God. Becaufe, as faith applies, it re- 
alizes things that are abfent, and brings future things 
prefent to the mind; and thus its influence and ope- 
rations are experienced, with refpe& to the truths 
advanced, the promifes revealed, and the threatnings 
announced in the gofpel. Hence that apoftolic in- 
junétion, and others of fimilar import,—(h) Believe on ; 
the Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved, Gc. 


(e) Rom. iii. 25, 26. (f) Heb. xi. 1. (g) Heb. xi. 6+ - 
(4) As xvi. g1: Johni. 12. and viii, 24: Aéts xiii. gg : 
a Tim. iv, 10, &e. 
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ARTICLE V. 


I BELIEVE that the Lord Jefus Chrift has * died, 
and rofe again, to redeem and fave mankind from 
fin and hell; and that he has given his Spirit, his 
word, and ordinances, for the purpofe of carrying on 
the work of grace and fanétification in the foul; 
without which, I can never be qualified for, nor find 
admittance into the kingdom of Heaven ; for the word 
of God pofitively declares, thattwithout holinefs no 
man fhall fee the Lord. 


“ * 1 Cor. xv. 3; 4 + Heb. xii. 14, 


CONTEMPLATION. . 


IN the wonderful work of human redemption, our 
bleffed Lord hath manifefted the moft unbounded 
love; a love ftronger than death, in procuring life and 
falvation for us; and in affording, fo kindly, the 
means to obtain that life and falvation. Having vo- 
luntarily offered himfelf, and (a) died for our fins, 
he rofe again for our juftification, (b) and ever liveth to 
make intercefion: for us. Through him we now have 
Free (c) accefs to the Father ; and are encouraged to 
(d) come boldly unto the throne of grace» Behold the flaming 

Sword 


(2) Rom. iv.25. (6) Heb. vii. 25. (c) Ephef. ii. 18. 
(d) Heb. iv. 166 


(<t9 2) 
fword converted into an inviting feptre / This is the 
Lord’s doing, and fhould be marvellous in our eyes. 
What forrows were like his forrows, who, at the 
expence of his own innocent blood, purchafed our 
redemption, and obtained our pardon? 


A pardon bought with blood! with blood divine ! 
With blood divine of him I made my foe! 
Perfifted to provoke! tho’ woo’d and aw’d, 
Bleft and chaftis’d, a flagrant rebel ftil!! 
Younc. 


Behold the deftined victim, bearing his ponderous 
crofs to the top of the hill calvary! Behold the in- 
nocent Lamb of God extended on, and nailed to the 
ignominious tree! Behold the Prince of Peace, (e) the 
only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth, bang- 
ing there for feveral tedious hours, a fpeétacle to men 
and angels! Notwith{tanding all the infults and indig- 
nities offered him by his cruel murderers, hear him 
- praying for his barbarous and implacable enemies, 
(f) Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do. 
Hear him, now deferted by the Father, crying out, 
(g) My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me! Hear 
his dying fpeech, (h) Jtts finifhed: and now fee him, 
bowing down his head, and giving up the ghoft ! 


Wuio can defcribe the length, the breadth, the 
height and depth of his paffion? The internal, as 
C4 well 


(2) Johnie 14. (/) Luke xxiii. 34.  (g) Matt. xxvii. 46. 
(4) John xix. go. 


(29053) 
weil as the external agonies and fenfations he bore P_ 
But for whofe fake has the Son of God endured all 
this ? For thy fake, O finner! yea, for thee, O reader ! 


Anp hath the fupreme Creator of all things, and the 
Joye of all men, bome all this for us men, and for 
our falvation ? Surely fuch unbounded love fhould 
excite our gratitude ; fuch unexampled condefcenfion 
fhould engage our peculiar attachment to him. Was 
any Jove like his love? Can any natural tie, can any 
human affinity or alliance, or, fhall any worldly pof- 
feffion or enjoyment, alienate our affe€tions from fuch 
a friend and benefaétor? Well might our Lord de- 
clare, (i) He that loveth father or mother more than me, 
ts not worthy of me ; and he thatloveth fon or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. Andagain, (k) Jf any man 
come to me, and, comparatively, hate not his father and mo- 
ther, and wife and children, and brethren and frfters 
yea, and his own life alfo, fhould his or their will clafh 
with my will, Or their friendfhip come into com- 
petition with mine, he cannot be my difciple. ‘The love 
of Chrift fhould conftrain us to love him (/) with 
all our heart, with all our foul, and with all our mind. 


Anp when God is become the principal obje& of 
our love, of our defire and hope, of our delight and 
joy, what confolation may we take? feeing that we 
may apply all that Chrift has done and fuffered to our 


ownfelves. 


(i) Matt. x. 37. (#4) Luke xiy. 26. (/) Matt. xxii. 37. 
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ewnlelves, For every fincere- Chriftian, on the 
foundation of the gofpel, may afirm—My con- 
defcending Lord and loving Saviour left his Father's 
bofom for me; wept, bled and died for me; rofe from 
the grave, and afcended into Heaven for me; and is 
now feated at the right hand of the Father, making 
interceffion for me/ and he will come again at the 
end of the world to receive me among that happy 
number whom he fhall then addrefs in thefe words, 
(m) Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. Happy 
foul! to fuch an one Chrift, even in this life, is the 
(n) chiefej? among ten thoufand. 


In order to carry on the work of grace and fanc- 
tification, our munificent Lord has initituted facred 
ordinances, as means, duly adapted by infinite wifdom 
to that glorious purpofe, The word of God is the 
{eed fown, by and in the ordinances; and his Holy 
Spirit, having ordinarily by thofe means and inftitutions 
cultivated the foil of our hearts, by his kind influence 
caufes the feed to take root downward, and 
to bring forth fruit to the honor and praife of our 
heavenly hufbandman, 


Tue Lord now, by his mercies, encompafles us, 
as the cities of the promifed land were encompaffed 
by the Ifraelites; if we do not open the gates of our 
hearts, and accede to the gracious terms of peace now 

tendered 


(m) Matt. xxv. 94. (n) Song Solomon, iv. 10. 


( 22) 
tendered, he will declare war againft. us, and 
we fhall be utterly deftroyed. This proyes the in- 
trinfic worth and utility of thofe holy inftitutions; as 
well as the indifpenfable obligations we are under 
to attend the ordinances of grace; and not 1efift the 
Spirit which operates in and by them. For when that 
Spirit ceafes to. ftrive, ordinances themfelves be- 
come ufelefs, and therefore are ufually removed, as 
defpifed and rejected means. When the oil fails, or 
is exhaufted, the lamp can emit no light. When the 
ark is taken, there is no more fuccefs in war. The 
(0) famine of the word, is, of all others, the moft 
alarming, the moft calamitous: The once celebrated 
(p) Churches of Afia are melancholy monuments of 
this alarming truth, And Ged threatens the indolent 
and inadvertent, that he will (¢) remove their candleftich 
out of its place, except they repent. 


(0) Amos viii. 11. (p) Rev. i. 4. (q) Rev. ii. 5. 


ARTICLE VI, 


I BELIEVE I am now aéting for eternity; and that 
my everlafting ftate depends upon my behaviour in 
this fhort, uncertain life ; for asI *fow here, fo fhall 
I reap shereafter. 


* Gal. vi. 7. ~ 


CON- 


o_ 
te 

oo 

—— 


CONTEMPLATION. 


IT becomes every rational being ferioufly to refleé.., 
why, and for what ends he was created; and is ftill 
preferved in this life. Such a refle€tion muft naturally 
excite thoughts of the utmoft importance, which re- 
quire his peculiar attention; as the prefent feafon, un- 
certain and precarious as it is, is the only oppor- 
tunity afforded him to fecure his eternal happinefs. 
And if fo, he muft, upon mature deliberation, con- 
clude, that he has little or no encouragement to 
amufe himfelf with vain and unprofitable diverfions, 
or with any impertinent occupations; or to indulge 
his fenfual appetites with any of thofe gratifications 
that may have the leaft tendency to captivate his heart, 
or to alienate his affe&tions from God and his fervice ; 
forafmuch as he is permitted to exift in this ftate of 
probation, not to wafte, but to (a) redeem the time, 


Let him be employed in trivial and impertinent 
engagements, who can bribe death, or bid defiance to 
the king of terrors; or who cannot dedicate his time 
and talents to better purpofes; having no foul to be 
faved from the wrath to come, or to be qualified for 
enjoying the inheritance of the faints in light, and 
for affociating with the Spirits of juft men made per- 
Fett. 


. He 


{a} Ephef. v. 16. 
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He that lives by faith, views eternity as prefent 
before him; and that profpeét cools his appetites, and 
weans them from fenfual gratifications; whilft, at the 
fame time, it warms and enlivens his zeal and defire 
in the purfuit of fuch pleafures and enjoyments as 
this world cannot afford. 


How confpicuous do the fatal effets of fin appear 
in the condu& of thofe deluded mortals, who can 
behold time, rapidly pafling by, death approaching, 
God always prefent, judgment and eternity at hand ; 
and yet {port away their days in rioting and drunkennefs, 
in chambering: and wantonnefs, in revellings, luxury, 
vanity, and vice? A Chriftian, who is enjoined to 
(6) do all to the glory of God, before he enters upon any 
amufement, recreation or diverfion, let it be held 
ever fo fafhionable, or deemed ever fo innocent by 
the world, fhould deliberately propofe this queftion 
to himfelf—Would Chrift, whofe difciple I pretend 
to be, do fo, was he now in my place? If not, how 
fhall I prefume to comply, feeing he has (c) Left me 
an example that I might follow his fleps ? and has pub- 
licly addreffed every one who profeffes to believe his 
doftrine, and to have embraced his religion, faying, 
(d) Learn of me. Alas! faith the believer, I am aét- 
ing now for eternity ; and I wifh to employ my time 
in fuch a manner, as may be fatisfa&tory to my mind 
in that awful retrofpeét, when death is about to arreft 


ny 


(4) 1 Cor. x, gi. {c) 1 Petedi. 22, (d) Matt. xi. 2g. 
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my frail body: for I may even now forefee my dying 
hour, and my friends around my breathlefs corps, 
waiting to do me the laft kind office. 


(e) He that foweth to his flefh, fhall of the flefh reap 
corruption; but he that foweth to the Spirit, fhall of the 
Spirit reap life everlafling. Behold, God hath put 
(f) life and death before us ; and hath given us every 
encouragement poffible to embrace and obtain the one, 
as well as every-neceflary caution and alarm to deter 
us from, to avoidand efcape the other, What manner 
of perfon would he be in all holy converfation and god- 
es: who traly believes and applies what the Apoftle 

has affirmed, i.e, that (g) all thefe things Shall be dif- 
folved; that the earth, and all that is upon it, will be 
confumed ? How earneftly would he look for the 
coming of Chrift, and the awful confequences of that 
illuftrious advent ? What fervent prayers, what ex- 
alted praifes, what heavenly converfation would em- 
ploy his tongue? With what abhorrence would he 
reject the gilded baits of fin, who did but once fee 
thofe future things, which every Chriftian profeffes 
to believe? How contemptibly would he think and 
fpeak of the pleafures, honors and riches of this perifh- 


ing world ? 


*¢ Men may live fools—but fools they cannot die.”’ 


“{e) Gal. vi.8.  (f) Deut. xxx. 15. (g) 2 Pet. iii. 5 
D ARTICLE 
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ARTIC LE. VIL 


I BELIEVE I have a foul of an immortal nature; 
of more worth than ten thoufand worlds: and that 


this foul is in great danger of being loft through the” 


temptations to which it is expofed from the Devil, the 
World and the Flefh: I believe therefore it is my in- 
cumbent duty conftantly* to watch and pray againft 
thefe infidious foes. 


* Matt. xxvi. 41. 


CONTEMPLATION. 


OUR fouls, being {piritual and incorruptible, are 
endowed with fublime faculties ; with underftanding, 
willand various affections. Created with an inclina- 
tion to the body, and infufed into it by God; by 


whom they were, conjointly, made capable of enjoying © 


everlafting blifs, or of fuffering eternal woe: And, 
accordingly, at death will be afligned to one or the 
other. Nothing therefore can be more*worthy of our 
greateft care and labour, <s nothing fhould-engage our 
attention and diligence more, than the concerns of 
our fouls and immortality. 


Tuar ferfon who values and efteems his body and 
the enjoyments of this life, more than his foul and-his 
future 


_ 
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future welfare, is, upon Chriftian principles, no better, 
nor aéts with greater prudence than that unnatural’ 
monfter, who values and efteems an ufeful animal 
more than hisown Child; and is careful to feed and 
preferve the former, whilft, through his glaring neg- 
le€t, the latter is fuffered to perifh.—The intrinfic 
worth and value of the foul appears, not only from 
its eternal duration, but from its capacity of commu~ 
nion with God-here, and of indiffoluble union with: 
him in glory hereafter. Frgm the price that was paid 
for its redemption; even no lefs than the Blood of 
God’s dearly and only beloved Son Jefus Chrift. 
From the-diligence, watchfulnefs and ftratagems of 
Satan and his Allies, to deftroy it; for that (a) rearing 
dion lies in ambufh at-every place,.and goes inceffantly 
about, fecking whom he may devour. The pride of life, is 
a formidable antagonift ; the world, by its bewitching 
charms, by its prevailing cuftoms and admired idols, ° 
honours, riches and pleafures, is ready, at all times, 
in confederacy with the arch fiend, to feduce and en- 
{nare the foul. As alfo the luft of the flefh,—which, 
under the pretenfion of friendfhip and alliance, is a 
moft dangerous foe: the flefh, being a treacherous 
enemy within us, watches every opportunity to betray 
the poor deluded foul into the mercileis hands of her 
cruel befiegers, who furround her day and night, in 
order to bring her into captivity; a vaffal under the 

Dz controll. 


(a) 1 Pet. v. & 
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controll of their numerous and perfidious forces ! 
And as the lofs of the foul is irretrievable, a man 
fhould hazard all, rather than fufler this ineftimable 
depofitum. to be in jeopardy. It is recorded of a 
grave Divine who was invited to dine with an opulent 
neighbour, that being introduced into the houfe, and 
having fat down for a confiderable time, he wondered 
at the long abfence of the lady, the miftrefs of the 
family: Upon inquiry, he was informed that fhe was 
dreffing herfelf. Some time after, fhe came into the 
room very gay and chearful; but, having faluted her 
gueft, was not a little furprifed to fee him much 
dejeéted, and in tears. Being anxious to know the 
reafon, he replied, —I weep, becaufe I underftand 
that you have {pent three hours in your dreffing-room 
this morning, to adorn your mortal body, and that I 
have never {pent fo many hours together in my clofet, 
to prepare my immortal foul, in order to appear 
before God, 


Tue devout Pfalmift, on a fimilar refle€tion, faith, 
(b) Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because men keep 
not thy law, And the Prophet Jeremiah, overwhelmed 
with grief on the fame occafion, cries out,—/(c) Oh 
that my lead were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the flain of the 
daughter of my people. The fame holy zeal extorted 

thefe 


{6) Pla. cxix. 136. (c) Jer. ix. 1, 
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thefe expreffions from the Apoftle St. Paul, (d) Many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the crofs of Chrijt, 8c. 
It is a lamentable {cene, for a ferious mind, to behold 
the pains and the care taken by mortals, to degorate 
their body to appear before dying men; and at the 
fame time, to contemplate their glaring negleG, in 
preparing their foul to appear before the living God! 
Such inadvertency muft indicate not only a State of: 
grofs ftupidity and delufion, but of (e) death alfo; as- 
reprefented in the feripture, 


From thefe general confiderations, and coincident 
circumftances, a fincere Chriftian will have great reafon 
to lament his own unfaithfulnefs; being confcious 
that poor deluded finners are more aftive, and take 
more pains to deftroy. their fouls, than he. does. to 
fave his: and. that they are more folicitous. to feek 
the approbation of men, than he is to feek. that 
honour which cometh from God only, Every 
prudent man will proportion his care and dili- 
gence to the intereft or emolument he has in views. 

«May fuch ambition guide our condué, in the purfuit 
of the one thing needful! (f) for what is a man profited, 
if he fuall gain the whole world, and lofe his awn foul? 


(2) Phil, iii. 18, (e)1 Tim. v.6, Ephef, ii. 1. 
(f) Mattexvi. 26. 


D3. ARTICLE 
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ASR cE Vit. 


I BELIEVE I muft die. That my *body fhall re- 
turn into duft, and that my foul muft foon quit this 
earthly tabernacle: That thelaft houris approaching ; 
that every pulfe informs me of that folemn period, and 
ferves as a continual monitor to warn me, that I may 
be prepared to § meet my God. 


* Ecclef. xiz. 7. § Amos iy. 12. 


CONTEMPLATION: 


TO die isa folemn thing, Yea, the very thought 
of death is fo terrible to {ome perfons, that they cannot 
bear fo much as the name of that hideous monfter ! 
And, indeed, many things concur to make it awful ; 
efpecially to the wicked. 


a. Tuose things which generally precede death ; 
viz. acute pains, ftrong confli&s, and exquifite 
agonies, 


2. Irs office; to transfer the foul into another 
world. 


g- Tue confequence of its arreft; being the’door 
of eternity, The parting point between this world 
and 


Cg - 


and that which is to come: The utmoft boundary of 
all temporal things! 


Atas! what a fudden and ftrange alteration does 
death make in men’s condition? Tranflating them, as 
in a moment, from their houfes, their lands, their 
friends, their riches, honours and delights, to the 
regions of darknefs, the gloomy and confined prifon 
of the grave; to be reduced to corruption, to be de- 
ftroyed by worms. 


Anp yet, this is a favourable confequence of death, 
compared to the ftate of the foul, departing under the 
wrath of God, and the guilt of fin; for as much as the 
immortal fpirit muft be configned to (a) everlajting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. (b) Where the worm 
dieth not, and the fireis not quenched ! 


Dip men but duly refle&t on the fhortnefs and un- 
certainty of this life, they would be neceffarily con- 
vinced that they have no time here to {pend in im- 
pertinent or unprofitable employments, much lefs in 
any criminal indulgences; as it is a duty incumbent 
upon every chriftian, daily to (c) grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift : (d) to 
have no fellowfhip with the unfruitful works. of darknefs, 

but. 


(a) Matt. xxv. 41. (6) Mark ix. 48. 
(c) a Pet. iii, 18. (d) Ephef. v. 11. 
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but rather reprove them ; and (e) to abftain from all ap- 
pearance of evil. ‘To have oil. in his veffel with his 
lamp ; as a child (f) of ght, conftantly expeéting the 
(g) bridegroom's arrival: and (h) bleffed are thofe fervants, 
whom the Lord when he cometh fhall find: watching. 


He that is prepared to die, is fit to live: and he 
only anfwers the defign of God in his-creation and. 
prefervation, Gay and inadvertent finners fhould, 
for once, confider what all their wealth, honours, 
pleafures and boon-companions will do for them in a 
dying hour. Miferable comforters!) With what a 
dejeéted mind and countenance muftdeathbe received, 
when vanity can flatter, or folly amufe no longer? 
What forrows muft the confcience, now awakened to 
reflexion, experience,—when it reviews the paft life 
of its miferable poffeffor ? Will not the language of 
a dying youth be now, in defpondency, adopted ;— 
& Muft I die! muft I die? then I wifh I had never 
been born!” Or, that of another in the fame defperate 
fituation ; who cried out,—‘ Oh, how I am deceived! 
* oh, that I had my timetobeginagain! oh, that 1 
* had but confidered this fooner! how mad was I to 
st have led fo finful and wicked a life!’ What will be- 
s* come of my miferable foul? was God to try me once 
again, I would no more aét as 1 have afted.” But 

alas! 


(¢) 1 Thef. v. 22. (f) Eph. v. 8 
{g) Matt. xxv. 4. (h) Luke xii. 37+ 


Ca 


alas! this exclamation comes too late; the day of 

-grace being paft, nothing can now be expeéted, but a 
day of wrath and fiery indignation of ajuftly incenfed 
God. 


Iy order to efcape this, let us, by ferious meditation, 
ofien put ourfelves in dying circumftances, Let us 
fuppofe ourfelves feized by death ; or configned to the 
filent grave. . And.after fuch a folemn contemplation, 
let us conceive what thoughts we fhould entertain of 
fin and holinefs, of this world and that which is to 
come. Ina word; may we endeavour to live now, as 
in the hour of death, or in our laft compofed thoughts 
and refle&tive moments, we fhall wifh we had lived. 
And, being thus taught to (2) number our days, may we, 
as ftrangers and Sojourners, diligently apply our hearts 
unto wifdom ; (hk) befor? we go hence, and be no more ! 


(i) Pfa. xc. 12, (&) Pfa. xxxix. 1g 
(8 TRB 
AER TT Or Ee 1xX, 


I BELIEVE that after death there will be a * Judg- 
ment; when I muft give an account of §all that I 
have done in the body, and receive the final and de- 
cifive + fentence, from which no further appeal can 
never be made. 

* Heb. ix. 27. § Ecclef. xii. 14. t Matt. xxv. 46. 


CON- 
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CONTEMPLATION. 


THE fon of Sirach advanced a very pertinent and 
judicious advice ;—(a) Whatfoever thou takeft in hand, 
remember the end, and thou fhalt never do amtfs. Where- 
fore, the Apoftles, in the new Teftament, in order 
that our mind may be duly impreffed with the belief 
and importance of a judgment to come, exprelsly de- 
clare, that our Lord Jefus Chrift, at his fecond coming, 
fhall, by the found of the laft Trumpet, fummon (5) all 
mankind,—as well thofe that have been dead fince 
the creation of the world, as thofe who fhall be then 
found alive on earth, to appear before his impartial 
Tribunal; amongft whom, thou, O Reader, muit 

take thy place, (c) and fland in thy lot. 


Awp who can defcribe the forrow and the joy at- 
tending this folemn, this illuftrious advent,—when 
(d) we muft all appear before the judgment feat of Chrift ? 
that every one may receive the things done in the body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good. or bad, 


As God is juft as well as holy, reafon coneurs with 
revelation to prove, that (¢) he will judge the world with 
righteoufnefs ; and the people with equity. And. as it 


appears 


(a) Ecclul. vii. g6. (4) 1 Cor. xvi §i,.&c. 1 Thef. iv. 16,17. 
2 Pet. iii, 7: Jude 25: compare with Matt. xxv. 31, &e. 
(c) Dan. xii, 1g. (4) 2 Cor. v. 10. (¢) Pfa. xcviil. g.. 
> 


“ 
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appears that this judgment is not always awarded here, 
it muft inevitably take place hereafter; when it fhall: 
be univerfally allowed, that.(f) the Fudge of all the 
earth does right. The wicked are often exempted from 
fuch punifhments in this life, as the righteous are fre- 
quently infli&ed with ; (g) they come in no misfortune 
like other folk, neither are plagued like other men. Whereas 
the righteous,—for the exercife of their patience, and 
the trial of their faith,—are often vifited with various 
troubles and (A) affliétions. The feripture affirms, that 
(i) we muft through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
of God ; (k) yea, and that all who will live godly in Chrift 
Fefus, fall fuffer perfecution. All the world therefore, 
fhall, fooner or later, be conftrained to accede to the 
royal Prophet's conceffion, (/) Verily there is a reward 
for the righteous ; doubtlefs there is a God that judgeth the 
earth: who, as the Apoftle afferts, (m) will render to 
every man according to his deeds. 


REFLECTING On Our own conduét, we fhould con- 
fider, deliberately, what account we fhall be able to 
give, at that memorable folemnity, of our time, of our 
talents, and of the feveral favours and bleffings, both 
temporal and fpiritual, with which we have been, re- 
peatedly, yea, conftantly indulged; and howwwe shall 

bear 


(fF) Gen. xviii 25. (g) Pfa. Ixxiii. 5. (A) Pfa. xxxiv. 19. 
(i) A&s xiv. 22. (k) 2 Tim. iii. 12, (/) Pfa. Iviii. a. 
(x) Rom. ii. 6. 
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bear the pronunciation of the final, decifive, irrever- 
fible fentence, then to be paffed upon us, How can 
this awful event be ever forgotten by mortals? 
Should we now be engaged, or, fhould we at any time 
indulge ourfelves, in any thing that fhall caufe us to 
lament our folly, or to wifh we had been otherwife 
employed, when death fhall have put a final 
period to our corporeal exiflence ? “Amazing in- 
fatuation! Can a mortal bribe the king of terrors, 
or enfure his life, fora moment? We (x) know not 
the day nor the hour, when we muft bid an ‘everlafting 
farewell to all worldly objeéts, as well as all fenfual 
enjoyments; for, **in the midft of life we are in 
« death.” . The anticipation of that alarming moment, 
when the dead fhall be fummoned to arife, and appear 
in judgment, fhould awaken all our attention; fhould 
filence all the clamour of the voluptuous, fuperfede 
all the anxiety of the avaricious, as well as the 
mirth and ambition of the fenfual and the profligate. 


So powerfully did this refle&ion operate upon the 
mind of one of the pious and learned ||Fathers, that he 
affirmed,—W hether I eat or drink, read or write; or 
whatfoever I am doing, I think I hear the fhrill found 
of the Archangel’s Trumpet, fummoning all flefh to 
appear; and crying aloud,—Adrife, ye dead.—and come 
forth to Judgment! Influenced by the fame awful 

apprehenfion, 


, (*) Matt. xxv. 13. | Hierome, 
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apprehenfion, {another advanced this pertinent ad- 
vice,—-When thou art tempted to fin, call to mind the 
dreadful day of Judgment ; and this will be asa bridle 
to curb fin, and asa {chool-mafter to teach thee thy 
duty. 


How diftreffing muft the application of thefe words 
prove on that folemn day? (0) Becaufe I have called, 
and ye refufed, I have ftretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded ; but ye have fet at nought all my counfél, and 
would none of my reproof; I alfo will laugh at your cala- 
mity, I will mock when your fear cometh. When your fear 
cometh as deflation, and your deftruétion cometh as a 

gwhirlwind ; when diftrefs and anguifh cometh upon you. 
Then fhall they call upon me, but I will not anfwer 3 they 
Shall feck me early, but they fhall not find me. 


Gop may then juftly fend fuch inadvertent wretches 
to thofe vain idols, honours, riches, pleafures, &c. at 
whofe fhrines they have fo profufely facrificed; and 
fay, (p) Let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation, 
In vain they fhall now wifh (q) the rocks to fall upon 
them, and the hills to hide and cover them from the face 
of their inexorable Judge ; whofe definitive fentence 
fhall fix their doom through all eternity, 


} Bafil. (0) Prov.i. 24, &c. (p) Judg. x.14: Ezek. vii. 19. 
(7) Rev. vi. 16. 
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1 BELIEVE I thall be fixed in an eternal ftate of 
Happinefs or Mifery. That I fhall be either a * com- 
panion of Angels and holy Soulsto adore and praife 
God in the celeftial realms of everlafting Joy; or, 
that Imuft remain and affociate with Devils and curfed 
Spirits, in the horrid regions of eternal § Torments and 
Defpair. 


* Matt. xiii, 43: § Matt, xii. 42. 


CONTEMPLATION. 


OUR Lord’s definitive fentences, as recorded in the 
gofpel, fufficiently evince the Truth advanced in this 
Article. The infallible Judge has, himfelf, given us a 
fpecimen of this folemn procefs. When (a) all na- 
tions shall be gathered. before him, he hall feparate them 
one from another, as a fhepherd divideth his fheep from 
the goats. And he fhall fet the fheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then fhall the King fay unto 
them on his right hand,—Come, ye bleffed of my father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
af the world, But to thofe on the left ‘hand he fhall fay,— 

: depart 


fa) Matt. xxv. 92. 33, 345 41- 
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départ from me, ye curfed into everlafling fire, prepared for- 
the devil and his angels. And he. further adds,— 
(5) Thefe fhall go away into EVERLASTING punifhment 3. 
but the righteous into life ETERNAL, 


Awrur—extatic decifion! Eternity. knows no- 
end; butis a conftant, perpetual continuance of per- 
fons and things in the fame ftate and condition; with- 
out any poflibility of change or alteration, Eternity 
is not—cannot be meafured by time, nor diminifhed - 
by paft ages. For when as many millions of ages are 
elapfed, as there are {pires of grafs overall the earth,. 
or grains of fand on the fea fhore, they bear no more 
proportion to eternity than a drop of the bucket tothe 
whole ocean, No, nor even that; as the greateft 
number in arithmetic, could the greateft be defined, 
ftands but as a mere cypher in comparifon of Eternity, . 


Tue Joys-and the Miferies of Eternity fhall, there- 
fore, never ceafe. To perpetuatethe enjoyments of 
the bleffed,—(c)rivers of pleafures inceflantly flow, and 
will continue inceflantly to flow, atGod’s right hand.for 
evermore: Andas for the wicked, (d) The fmoke of their 
torments fhall afcend up for ever and ever. 


E2 APPROACHING: 


(6) Matt. xxv. 46. (c)/Pfaxvi.as.  (d) Rev. xiv. 14, 


4 
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Arrxoacnine to the tremendous gulf, the poo 
defpairing foul may juftly upbraid herfelf with this 
eutting reflexion ;—In yonder world I might have had 
life, but would not; and now how fain would I have 
death, butcannot. Alas! what an infatuation, what 
a dream was that which 1 once deemed to be life ? 
(¢) how fhall I dwell with the devouring fire? How fhail I 
dwell with everlafting burnings 2 Oh, that God would 
vouchfafe to grant me but one trial more! But this 
figh,—alas! comes too late. 


Ir we are attaeked, but for one night, with racking 
pain ; how tedious does that night feem unto us? If the 
dawning day fhould bring relief; how would we 
yeckon the protrafting moments, and wifh for the 
happy arrival of the welcome hour? Oh that faith 
would but fuggeft and realize to the foul, what fenfe 
may fuggeft and realize to our natural feelings! and 
now anticipate a pain infinitely greater and more ter- 
rible than what the body may fuftain in this life. 


A culprit condemned to die to-morrow, cannot for- 
get his approaching fate ; and yet a finner, who can- 
not enfure his life, no, not fora day nor an hour, can 
forget thofe important things, for the contemplation of 
which he is bleffed with memory, and the faculty of 

reflection ! 


(e) Ifa. xxxiii. 14, 


ae tee 

refle&tion! Should the former appear vain, trifling 

and unconcerned in the way to the place of execution, 

his conduét would be, defervedly, condemned by allthe 

fpe€tators. And is not the condué of the latter equally 

as reprehenfible? feeing that he is irrefiftibly carried 

away, as faft as the rapid ftream of time can bear him, 

to his deftined exit? and muft fpeedily appear before 

the judgment feat of Chrift, to receive the irrevocable 

fentence. Yea, he even now ftands on the verge of 
an awful Eternity !—(f) To-day then, O finner, whilft 

it is called to-day ; yea, now, whilft it is the (g) accepted 

time ; harden not thy heart, through the decettfulnefs of fin 5 

left God fhould (h) fwear in his a ail that thou fhalt > 
not enter into his reft. 


Atrenb to the divine admonition: be not amufed= 
by falacious dreams ; nor fuffer thyfelf to be deluded ~ 
by vain delights and unfatisfa&tory enjoyments, in a. 
place deftined to deftru€tion. (i) Efcape for thy life :. 
and immediately fly into the city of refuge deft thou be 
confumed. 


Know ‘tis in vain to feek for blifs; 

For blifs can ne’er be found 

Till we arrive where Jesus is, 

And tread on heav’nly ground. Watts. 


(f) Heb. iii. 7, 8,13. (g)2Cor-vi.2, {(&) Pla, xev, ut. 
(i) Gen, xix. 17. 


~ 
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A 
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TO THE PRECEDING 
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OR, AN 


INTRODUCTION 


TO THE FOLLOWING 


CA.-8 ECS FF SM. 


EEE 


Every Head or Father of a family, originally 
aéted in the double capacity of a King and Prieft, in 
his own houfhold. But when the jurifdiéion was 
confiderably augmented, by the increafe and multipli- 
gation of thefeveral branches of fuch refpettive charge; 
and when the affairs to be tranfafted became complex 
and various, then moft probably it was that thefe Princes 

; or 
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or Heads appointed or deputed proper Minifters, 
both in facred and civil concerns, to execute fuch rites, 
laws and inftitutions as were deemed neceflary, and 
conducive to the great ends of confulting, promoting 
and. facilitating the welfare and ‘the intereft of the 
community at large. 


Anp fhould every Mafter or Head of a family, in 
our days, cautioufly endeavour, as in duty. bound, to 
train up his houfhold in the fear, (a) nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lard,—ineffable bleffings would, moft 
affuredly, enfue, and attend fuch a laudable application. 
As private houfes may be deemed the nurferies of the 
church, the happy confequences would foon appear ; 
and the falutary effe&ts would be experienced by future 
generations. Yea, from fuch care and culture, great 
advantages would accrue and be derived, not only to 
the chriftian Church, but to the ftate alfo: in as much 


as the number of faithful fubje€ts. and ufeful members. 


of the community would be, proportionably, aug- 
mented, as vice and prophanenefs were difcounte- 
nanced and fuppreffed. : 


An p.what an anticipation of the church triumphant, 
would be-here experienced in the church militant; 


whilft fo many devout families were united together 
; : to. 


(a) Ephef, Vis a 
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to addrefS the Throne of Grace, and to celebrate the 
praifes ofthe Lord God of Hofts? 


Confider again, as dying men, and refle& as re- 
{ponfible Beings, whether any Creature, objeé or fub- 
jeét on earth, deferves your attention, your love and 
obedience, more than God; your gratitude, more 
than Chrift; or your care and diligence, more than 
your own foul? Can any happinefs be more defira- 
ble than Heaven? or any mifery be more tremendous 
than Hell? Will the enjoyment of a few tranfient 
pleafures, compenfate the lofs of the foul; or folace 
the mind in the hour of death, or in the day of judg- 
ment? No; anfwers the devout Chriftian,—for al- 
though thofe trifling amufements may fatisfy fuperficial 
minds for the prefent,—there is yet'a long hereafter, 
a woful eternity to follow ; when (4) for all thefe things 
God will bring me into judgment. 


Mase not a jeft, therefore, of ferious things ; nci- 
ther trifle with God and eternity ; but let the will of 
your Maker, and your eternal concerns engage, as 
they demand, your greateft attention. Let fome part 
of every day, more efpecially of every fabbath, be 
devoted to the purpofe of inftruting your children 
and family in their duty towards God, towards their 

neighbour, 


. 


(6) Eeclef, xi, g. 
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neighbour, and themfelves. Teach them the ten pre- 
ceding articles; and apply them, by a deliberate recital 
of their fubfequent contemplations. Let them be in- 
culcated and recommended, as matters of the greateft 
importance and concern, 


Let them alfo treafure up in their memory, the 
feveral anfwers made to the queftions propounded in 
the following catechifm; and have recourfe to. the 
{criptures referred unto, in order that they may be 
duly impreffed upon their mind: 


Ir your condition is mean and obfcure, implore 
grace to acquiefce in the ftation affigned you by the- 
wife difpenfation of Providence. God knows what 
fituation will fuit us beft ; and though we may wifh 
it to be otherwife now, yet we (c) fhall know hereafter 
that God’s appointment is right ; and may have reafon 
to blefs the Lord for feeding us, though with a fparing 
hand, (d) with food convenient for us. His will be done. 
Remember, that he hath (e) chofen the poor of this world 
rich in faith: that he who was Lord of all, (f) had 
not where to lay his head ; but for our fakes (g) became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be rich. All men fhall 
foon be brought to the fame condition, The monarch’s 
head, {hall be laid as low as that of the pooreft peafant 

and 


(c) John xiii. 7. (d) Prov. xxx. 8. (e) James ii. 5. 
(f) Luke ix. 58. (g) 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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and the abjeé flave, fhall be equally as welcome as his 
imperious mafter, to recline his wearied limbs in the 
hofpitable department affigned him in the generous 
bofom of our kind and common parent. Death is no 
refpetter of perfons ; nor will any diftin@ion be known 
at God’s impartial tribunal, but what his cracs has 
effeéted in this ftate of probation, 


Suou tp it not therefore be the concern and ambi- 
tion of all, high and low, rich and poor, to obtain, and 
be influenced by, that divine principle? For our life 
is but as grafs, as a vapour that vanifhes; (h) fo foon 
paffeth it away and we are gone: Gone, into the world 


of {pirits,—to be eternally happy, or eternally mifer- 
able! 


Our corporeal exigences fhould remind us of our 
fpiritual wants: for if an hungry, cold and naked 
body is fo great a calamity; how much greater is a 
guilty, gracelefs foul? And. if bodily food and rai- 
ment are fo neceflary in the one cafe ; how defirable 
muft the grace and favour of God be in the other ? 
For it ts a (2) fearful thing for rich or poor, to fall into 
sthe hands of the living God. 


{h) Pia. xc. 20, (2) Heb. x. gt. 
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Queft. 1. Ake you a Chriftian ? 

Anfw. . Yes. 

Queft. 2. What is a Chriftian ? 

Anfu. A perfon who has not only been baptized 
into the faith of Chrift, but is alfo made a partaker pf 
the Spirit of Chrift; ohn iii. 5. for, ifany man have 
not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. Rom. viii. g. 
As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
fons of God: v.14. and as many as have been bap- 
tized into Chrift, have put on Chrift, Gal, iii. 27. 


F Queft, 
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Queft, 3. Are you, as a Chriftian, and according to 
your baptif{mal vow and covenant, obliged to prattife 
all known duties, and to refrain from all known fin? 

Anjw. Yes; otherwife it does not appear, nor it ° 
cannot be‘fuppofed that I am a Chriftian; or that I 

‘am a partaker of, or governed by the Spirit of Chrift, 
And in that cafe, my circumcifion is made uncircum- 
cifion: Rom. ii. 25. i.¢. my baptifm is rendered no 
baptifm,.—He that nameth the name of Chrift, fhould 
depart from iniquity. 2 Tim. ii. 19. fee Rom. vi. 1—5. 

Queft. 4. How may it be known that you are 
governed or influenced by the Holy Spirit ? 

Anfw. By the fruits of the Spirit, appearing in 
my life and converfation, 

Queft. 5. What are the fruits of the Spirit ? 

Anfw. Love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentle- 
nefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance. Gal, v. 
22, 23. 

Queft, 6. Will you then be wicked ? 

Anfw. No; forthe wicked fhall be turned into 
hell; and all the nations that forget God. P/fa. ix. 17. 

Queft. 7. Will you be an Hypocrite? 

Anfw. No; for the hypocrite’s hope hall perith, 
Fob viii. 13. 

Queft. 8. Will you efteem riches above grace? 

Anfw. No; for the price of wifdom is above 
Rubies; neither hall it be valued with pure gold. 
Fob. xxviii, 18,193 Prov, iii, 14. 


Queft. 
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Queft. 9. Will you behaye irreverently at church ? 

Anfw. No; for God will be fanétified in them 
that come nigh him, and before all the people he will 
be glorified, Lev. x. g. 

Queft. 10. Will you fleep in church ? 

Anfw. No; for Eutychus, being afleep when St. 
Paul was preaching, fell down, and was taken up dead. 
Aéts xx. 9. 

Queft. 11, Will you be a fabbath-breaker ? 

Anfw. No; for God hath given this ftri& charge: 
Remember the fabbath-day, to keep it holy. Zxod. 
xx. 8, And the fabbath-breaker was ftoned to death, 
by God's fpecial command, Numb. xv. 35. 

Queft. 12, Will you be undutiful to your parents ?' 

Anfw. No; for God hath commanded, faying, 
Honour thy father and thy mother; Exod, xx. 12. 
And the eye that mocketh at his father, and defpifeth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley fhall pick 
it out, and the young eagles fhall eat it.. Prov. xxx.17. 

Quejt, 1g. Will you fteal, cheat and defraud ? 

Anfe. No; for God faith, Thou fhalt not fteal ; 
Exod, xx. 15. and he that getteth riches, and not by 
vight, fhall leave them in the midft of his days, and at 
his end fhall be a fool. Fer. xvii. 11. 

Queft. 14, Will you bea liar? 

Anfw. No; forthe liar fhall have his part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimftone. Rev. 
xxi, 8, 


£ 2 Queft.. 
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Quejt. 15. Will you be a drunkard ? 

Anfw. No; for the drunkard fhall not enter into 
the kingdom of God. 1 Cor, vi. 10. 

Queft. 16. Will you be a {wearer ? 

Anfw. No; for becaufe of {wearing the land 
mourneth ; Jer. xxiii. 10, And our Lord prohibits 
this odious fin,—faying, fwear not at all; Matt. v. 24. 

Queft. 17. Will you take God’s name in vain ? 

Anfw. No} for the Lord-will not hold him guilt- 
Jefs, who taketh his name in vain, Exod. xx. 7. 
Lev. xix, 12. 

 Queft. 18. Will you be proud ? 

Anfw. No; for God: refifteth the proud; and 
giveth grace to the humble. Zam. iv. 6. x 

Queft. 19. Will you bear malice, or retain anger, 

hatred and revenge ? ; 

Anfw. No; for vengeance is mine, faith the Lord; 
Rom. xii,19. And whofoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer ; 1 John iii.15. The fun fhould not go 
down upon our wrath; Ephef.iv. 26. All bitternefs, 
and wrath, and-anger, and clamour, and evil-fpeaking 
fhould be put away from us, with all malice. v. 31. 

Queft. 20. Will you fpeak vain and idle words? 

Anfw. No; for we muft give an account of them 
in the day of judgment; Matt. xii. 36. Yea, and 
foolith talking and jefting, is alfo forbidden by the 
Apoftle; Ephefiv. 4. 


3 SECTION 


SEC T EO N.<it. 


Queft. 1. WHAT are the moft proper means to en+- 
able you to lead a godly life? 

Anfw. Serious confideration; Pa. cxix. 59. 
Devout meditation ; 1 Tim. iv. 15. Prayer; i Theft 
v. 17. hearing, Rom, x. 17. and reading God’s Word; 
1 Tim. iv. 13. with clofe felf-examination. 2 Cor, xiii. 5.. 

Queft. 2. What fhould be the daily fubje&s of your 
Contemplation ? 

Anfw. That I have aGod to ferve; Hed. xii, 28. 
a foul to be faved; Mark viii. 36. a hell to efcape; 
Pfa. ix. 17. and a Heaven to obtain ; Luke xii. 91. 

Queft. 3. What are the motives-which excite you: 
to pray, to hear and read God’s word, &c. ? 

Anfw. They originate from thefe contemplations.. 
1, my life is fhort;. Jod'xiv. 1. 2. my foul is immor- 
tal; 2 Tim.i. 10. 3. my work is great; 1Cor. xv. 58. 
4. my infirmities are many; Rom. vii. 23. 5. my- 
enemies are numerous; Ephef-vi.ia, 6. Hell is ter- 
rible; Mark ix. 44. 7. Heavens glorious; 1 Cor. ii. 8.. 
9. God is juft and holy; Pja.clxv.17. and all that 
may be done for my foul, muft’be done whilft I re-- 
main in this uncertain {tate of probation. 2 Cor, vi. 2.. 


F3 SECTION: 


( 54 ) 


SECTION - TIL 


Queft. 1. WHAT ferious and awakening queftions 
fhould you frequently propofe to yourfelf ? 
Anfw. Thefe which follow. 


1, What flate is my foulin ? ifitbe a ftate of fin 
and guilt, alas! how horrid, how awful is my fitua- 
tion! feeing my immortal fpirit is fufpended, by the 
brittle thread of life, over the tremendous gulf of end- 
lefs Woe! - And is this, O my foul! a ftate to remain 
unconcerned in ? 


2. If God fhould require my foul this night, in 
what ftate fhall death find me? Am I prepared to 
receive the fummons ? If not, how can I give fleep to 
mine eyes, or flumber to mine eye-lids while I remain in 
this terrible ftate; not knowing but I fhall awake 
with Dives in hell ? 


g- What a happy cafe I fhould be in, if my peace 
was made with God? Then, indeed, I might lay 
myfelf down in peace, and take my reft; for the Lord 
God would make me dwell in fafety.- Yea, the good 
Shepherd of Ifrael, who neither flumbers nor fleeps, would 
guard my bed, to defend and proteét me againft all my 
fpiritual enemies ; and be ready to efcort my departing 
{pirit into the manfions of everlafting felicity. 


SECTION 
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S E:C-T LON - IV. 


s 
Queft. 1. WHAT queftions ought you to propofe 
to yourfelf in your daily felf examination ? 
Anju. The following queftions, 


1, Did I not indulge myfelf in my bed this day, 
when I ought to have been on my knees, to offer my 
morning facrifice of praife and thankfgiving to God, 
for his kind proteétion the-night palt ? 


2. With what reverence and devotion have I joined 
in family duty laft night, and this morning ? 


3+ Have I not negleéted prayer, and reading fome 
portion of God’s word, this morning ;—or have I not 
performed that duty too fuperficially ? 


4. Have I entertained vain thoughts, and indulged 
any criminal defires ; or, have I countenanced or given 
way to pride, anger, or paifion, this day ? 


5. Have I bridled my tongue, and {poke evil of no - 
man? Titus iii, 2. = 


6. Have I watched againft the temptations of this 
day; Matt, xxvi. 41; and cautioufly abftained from 
all appearance of evil? 1 The v. 22. 


7. Have 
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7, Have I conduéted myfelf properly, and governed 
my difcourfe well in company ; fo that no corrupt 
communication has proceeded out of my mouth, but 
that which was good to the ule of edifying ? Ephef. 
iv, 29. 


8. Have I fought and improved opportunities of 
doing and of acquiring fome good, this day ? 


9. Did I eat and drink,—or whatfoever I did, have 
I done all to the glory of God? 1 Cor. x, g1. 


1o. Have I denied myfelf for God, and redeemed 
my time, this day? Ephef. v. 16 


11. Have I been diligent and faithful in the dif- 
charge of all my duties and engagements ? 


12. Have I defrauded any man; or have I done 


to others, as I would they fhould do unto me? Matt. 
vil. 12. 


13. Have I lived in the fear of God, and realized. 
him to my mind, this day, as always prefent? Pfa, 
xvi. 8, 


14. Have I omitted any duty, which I ought to 
have done; or, have I committed any fin, which I 
ought to have avoided, this day ? 

15. With 


a) 


15. With what difpofition of foul have I been en- 
gaged in private devotion and fecret prayer, this day ? 


Thus we fhould carefully examine our daily con. 
duét ; and wheré confcience accufes us of negleét, or 
affixes guilt for any tranfgreffion,—may our hearts be 
duly humbled, to acknowledge the charge; that we 
may become more,careful and circumfpeét in future ! 


SECTION V.. 


Queft. 1. HOW may I know the ftate of my foul 
whether it be good or bad ? 

Anfw. If you live a vain and carelefs life ; if 
your affeétions are principally fixed on things upon 
earth ; if you love the creature more than the Creator ; 
if you indulge yourfelf in fenfual gratifications; or if 
you take delight in, and encourage any known fin ;— 
you may conclude that the fpiritual ftate of your foul. 
is bad. 


But if you are heartily concerned about your fout 
and eternity ; if your affections are, principally, fixed 
on things above; Col. iii. 2, if you do not indulge or 
entertain impure thoughts; 2 Cor. x. 5. if you are not 
accuftomed to {peak vain and idle words; Ephef. v. 4. 
Matt. xii. 36. nor habitually inclined to commit or 
countenance any finful aétion; Rom. vi. 12. 1 Thef- 
v.22.—-you may conclude, that the ftate of your foul 
is good, oR, 


( 58 ) 
OR, MORE LARGELY, 


1. If the corruptions of your heart humble: you, 
with abhorrence of yourfelf on their account »if you 
had rather be made perte&tly holy, than enjoy all that 
may contribute to make you happy in this life ; Mark 
Vill, 36. : 


2. If you do not indulge yourfelf or acquiefce in 
any fin, though never fo fecret; if you defire grace to 
fan&tify you, as well as mercy to pardon you ; if you 
had rather be delivered from the dominion of fin, than, 
to efcape the punifhment it incurs; 


3» Ifyou are notin league, or at peace with God’s 
enemies; the Devil, Ephef. iv. 27. the World, James 
iv. 4. and the Flefh; Rom. viii. 8. 


4. If the authority of God, and the fanétion of his 
law, together with the remonftrances of your own 
confcience, operate more powerfully upon your heart 
and mind to deter and difluade you from finning, than 
the fuggeftions of the enemy, the allurements of the 
temptation and the criminal propenfities of your cor- 
rupt nature in prompting and enticing you to comply 
with any fin ; 


5. If you experience more delight and fatisfation 
in the fervice of God and the duties of religion, than 
in 
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in the pleafures of fin, the enjoyments of this life and 
the gratification of your fenfual appetites : 


If, according to the fcriptural terms, you are born 
again; Johniii. 7. If you are renewed in the fpirit 
of your mind; Ephef.iv. 23. If youare brought from 
darknefs into light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God; Aéts xxvi. 18. If fin has no dominion over 
you; Rom. vi.14. Being made free from fin, if you 
are become the fervant of God, having your fruit unto 
holinefs ; Rom. vi. 22, as every tree is known by his 
own fruit; Luke vi. 44.——you have great reafon to 
believe that your fpiritual ftate is good. 


SERIOUS EXHORTATION 


e-0O 


DILIGENCE in RELIGION. 


ne 


te 


Forasmucs as man confifts of Body and 
Soul, it is aftonifhing to behold what care and pains 
are taken about the former, which muft Shortly 
become a loathfome mafs of corruption; and how 
little concern is generally difcovered with refpeé to 
the latter, which muft exift through all eternity, — 
either in happinefs or in mifery; according to our 
deportment in this—the only—ftate of probation. 
Did men but ferioufly confider what they are, and 
what they foon muft be; how expeditioufly would 
they endeavour to reform? how deliberately would 
they meditate? how frequently would they have 
recourfe to prayer? how circumfpeétly would they 
live ? how diligently would they apply to the prefent 

G means 
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mneans of grace, in order to fecure a folid hope of 
future glory? All their life would be a continual 
preparation for death ; as all this life is but a fhort 
paflage to it, And how can that perfon think of 
dying, whilft he is uncertain whether his departing 
foul fhall be admitted into heaven, or banifhed to 
hell ? Reader,—remain not unconcerned, in fuch 
a dangerous ftate of {piritual ignorance and blindnefs; 
be not deceived in a matter of fuch infinite concern, 
of fuch awful confequence. Examine thyfelf, whether 
thou art a real chriftian ; prove thy ownjélf: 2 Cor, xiii. 
5. the trial deferves thy peculiar attention, thy moft 
earneft application. If thou wert about to claim thy 
right and title to an earthly Eftate, thou wouldeift be 
folicitous to have recourfe to, and perufe thofe deeds 
which are to prove and afcertain thy right to the fame. 
And art thou difpofed to claim thy title, as an Inhe- 
ritor of the Kingdom of Heaven? then fearch the 
Scriptures ; Yohnv. 39. but if thou art not a compe- 
tent judge of thefe authentic Records thyfelf, apply 
to thofe who are more converfant in the fublime Science 
of Theology. 


To affift thee in this important undertaking, I 
fnall propound the following queftions ; and I befeech 
you, as inthe prefence of God, at whole tribunal you 
muft ere long be judged, to anfwer them without any 
evafion or fubterfuge, 

| Quek 
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Quejt. r, Hath your foul and your everlafting ftate; 
engaged more of your ferious thoughts and regard, 
than: your body and-your temporal concerns ? 


Queft. 2. Do you verily believe that your fins are 
odious, and that if God fhould condemn you to eter- 


nal woe, he would’do-no more than what you juftly 
deferve P . 


Queft. 3. Have you.not only heard, but perceived 
and believed, that as a finner you have as much necd 
of Chrift to fave you from the bitter painsof eternal 
death, asa condemned malefattor has of the kind in- 
terpofition of his Sovereign, to pardon and fave him 
from the execution of the fentence juftly paft upon 
him, according to—and for violating—the laws of his 
country? And is. Chrift, on that account, more 
defireable and precious to you, than all the treafures and 
the comforts of this world? 


Queft. 4. Have you perceived, in your heart, that 
the love and favour of God is far better than all the 
enjoyments of this life? that all thofe who die in the 
Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. fhall be admitted into incon- 
ceivable blifs, and endlefs joy; and do you prefer the 
felicity above to, and with more ardently to partake of 
it than—all the honours, riches, and pleafures this 
world can afford ? 


Ge Queft,.. 
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Quefi. 5. Have you truly conceived that all who 
will be admitted into heaven, muft be regenerated ; 
fanétified and renewed in their minds and affeGtions, 
by the grace and fpirit of God? and have you ear- 
neftly defired to experience this happy change wrought 
in your heart, that you may entirely fubmit to the will 
and thé law of God? knowing that a man is not to be 
judged according to his perfuafion or profeffion, but 
according to his praftice: 1 Pet. i.17. And that ge- 
nuine Faith is always operative,—produftive of good 
fruits, and is difcernible by its infeparable concomi- 
tants, Love and Obedience. 


Queft. 6 Do you feel and lament the evil and 
abomination of fin; your natural corruption, the 
wicked propenfity of your carnal and fenfual affec- 
tions? your want of faith, and love to God ?—And 
are thofe fins of your heart and life, the greateft trou- 
ble and burden of your foul ? 


Queft. a Can youtruly fay, that you do not live 
in, nor indulge any known fin? that you heartily 
wifh to furmount every finful propenfity; and had 
yather be intirely free from fin, than to poffefs all the 
honours and riches of this world ? 


Queft. 8. Will confcience bear you witnels, that 
when you are tempted to your moft beloved fin, God’s 
authority which forbids it, is nore powerful to reftrain 

you 
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you from committing it, than the combined force of 
the temptation and your own luft and defire, to excite 
_and allure you to it ? 


Queft. 9. Areyou truly willing to wait on God, to 
obtain his grace, in the conftant ufe of prayer, of 
hearing his word, of meditation and of the company 
and counfel of godly perfons.; and to adhere even to 
the ftri@eft *means and difcipline which divine wif 
dom has inftituted and ordained, in order to obtain: 
falvation? : 


Queft. 10, Can you fincerely affirm that you had 
rather be deprived of all that can adminifter to your 


G3 happinefs 


* We are not, indeed, to depend upon, or to confide in, the~ 
means themfelves ; but our dependance muft be upon, and our: 
confidence placed in 47s fupreme power and authority, as well’ 
as his veracity and fidelity, who has appointed them,. When 
and what God commands, it is our duty to obey. The found’ 
of rams horns, o/h. vi. 20, muft, furely, have been deemed,. 
by carnal reafon, but a contemptible mean to batter down a: 
ftrong wall ; and the crafhing of earthen pitchers, Fudge vii. 20.- 
a feeble expedient to confound and _deftroy a formidable armys. 
but being enjoined by fupreme authority, and performed in full 
confidence in, and reliance on divine wifdom and power, the 
efieéts {ufficiently evinced their force and defignation, With 
God all things are poffible, Mark x. 27. yea, and all things are 
poffible to him that believeth, Mark ix.23. How admirable 
are the atchievements of faith? fee its effets exemplified; 
Heb. xi. porufe 1 Cor. i, 18. to theend ; alfo 2 Cor. 10, 4, 
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happinefs in this life, than to be deftitute of the grace 
of God, or to be excluded from his favour ? 


As Chriftians, we fhould confider,—that our affec- 
tions as well as our aétions ought to be changed and 
régulated; fee Mark vii. v. 21 to v.24, &c. that we 
may feree God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear : 
out of a pure ‘heart, and of a good conftcience, and of faith 
unfeigned, 


1. The fhortnefs and uncertainty of the time allotted 
us for the performance of this great work, fhould 
quicken our diligence and application. When a few 
days are elapfed, the place that knows us now, fhall 
know us no more, Time makesa rapid andirrefiftible 
progrefs; in the mean while, many difeafes are ready 
to attack us, and the pampered flefh muft foon fall a 
facrifice to death, to the grave, and the reptile tribe : 
the fhroud and the coffin will foon difplay the utmoft 
bounds of human dignity ! 


2, Our enemies are many ; are {trong and diligent, 
as they are formidable. Their enmity is great and 
implacable againft us ; they are naturally inclined to 
feek our deftru€tion, and to glory in our mifery and 
ruin, 


g. The various talents we are entrufted with, the 
means we enjoy, the mercies we have received, loudly 
call 
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call for our gratitude and obedience. The fun, moon, 
and ftars wait upon, and attend us with their light 
and kind influence. The earth, with all her furni- 
ture and produétion, adminifters to our fatisfa&tion 
and delight. The indefinite number of plants, flowers, 
fruits, birds, and beafts, offer their fervice to render 
our lives comfortable and happy. The fea, with its 
innumerable inhabitants ; the air, the wind, the clouds, 
the rain, the dew, the froft, the fnow, the fire ;—are 
all fubfervient to contribute to our welfare. Yea, the 
Angels are miniftering fpirits fent forth to confult and 
promote our happinels. Heb.i. 14. The patience and 
loving-kindnefs of God, doth wait upon us for good : 
our amiable Redeemer tenders his grace and mercy; 
and the Holy Spirit ftrives with our obftinate hearts, 
perfuading us toaccept the terms of falvation propofed 
in the gofpel! - 


4. Thefe refleétions prove, there can be no danger 
of being too cautious in this important affair, In 
worldly concerns this may be, and often is the cafe 5 
but with refpe& to thofe things which concern the 
foul,-no man ever was, or ever can be too folicitous, 
For heaven will more than compenfate all the labour, 
and diligence taken here about our cternal welfare; and 
what are all the fatigues and difficulties of rimz, com- 
pared with the joys of eternity? 


G4 "5. Suppofe 


( 6&8 ) 

§- Suppofe it was poffible, to have the opinion of 
thofe who are now configned to fuffer the eternal 
wrath of God, refpetting the poflibility of being too 
ferious and diligent in feeking and fecuring falvation; 
you may eafily conjeéture what their fentiment would 
be on the important fubjeét. Yea, if you will admit 
the judgment of dying chriftians on this head, you 
may foon be convinced ; as perfons of the moft exem- 
plary and pious charaéters, when they are about to 
quit this life, ufually lament their former inadvertency 
and unfaithfulnefs, refpe€ting their duty to God, and 
to their own foul, 


6: Our bleffed Lord, the moft competent Judge, 
faith, that many fhall feek to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but hall not be able; Luke xiii. 24. A formal 
pharifaic_feeking either for grace or for glory, will not 
avail; unlefs we earneftly and heartily jirive. But 
when any perfon is truly convinced of his danger 
and his duty, he will be {trongly impelled to frrive, as 
in an agony, in order to find admittance through the 
Strait gate ; and to avoid that broad frequented and fa- 
fhionable way, Matt, vii. 13, which leads down to the 
infernal gulf of everlafting mifery. 


7. God has decreed that heaven cannot be obtained 
upon any other terms, than thofe revealed to us in the 
gofpel, Reft muft always fucceed labour; unlefs 

therefore 
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therefore we become ferious, diligent, fleadfaft, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 


1 Cor, xv. 58. our pretended labour and concern, for 
heaven and future happineds, will prove abortive. 


In order then to ftir up your refolutions to enter 
ferioufly and immediately upon this moft neceflary 
and important duty, I {hall fubjoin the following pro- 
pofitions ; andI intreat you to apply them faithfully 
‘to your own confcience, 


Propof. 1. Suppofe you could become rich or ho- 
nourable by religion; would you not, for that end, 
greedily embrace it ? but are not the glories and felici- _ 
ties of heaven, much fuperior to all the dignities and 
treafures that may be enjoyed on earth? 


Propof. 2. Suppofe the laws of the land were to 
infli&a capital punifhment upon every fabbath-breaker, 
upon every one that fhould omit family or fecret 
prayer, or fhould abfent him or herfelf from public 
worfhip ; or upon fuch as fhould behave irreverently 
in the fervice of God,—and pafs the fentence of death 
upon every fuch wilful tranfgreffor,—with what cir- 
cumfpeétion, in that cafe, would every individual con- 
eu himfelf? But alas! eternal death is much more 
terrible than that which can only Aill the body: Matt. 
x. 28. and does not the law of God pronounce that 
tremendous fentence, againft every finner? Ezek. 
xviii. 4. Rom vi. 23 Prepof. 


= 
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Prepof. 3. Suppofe it were God’s ordinary method 
of fignalizing his difpleafure againft finners, by 
punifhing every fin with fome prefent judgment; fo 
that as foon asany perfon fhould take the Lord’s name 
in vain, fwear, curfe, advance falfhood, get drunk, 
backbite, defraud, or cheat his neighbour, &c. he 
fhould be inftantly ftruck dead, blind, dumb, or lame, 
in the very place where the fin was committed: how 
cautious would fuch a judgment make men in their 
behaviour? And yet reafon muft evince, that 
eternal wrath and condemnation.is much more formi- 
dabie than even thefe alarming inflances of divine 
difpleafure. 


Propof: 4. Suppofe one of your late acquaintances 
and companions in fin, fhould be permitted to come 
from the dead, and inform you that he fuffered, and 
mult for ever fuffer the torments of hell for thofe fins 
you are guilty of; and for negleéting thofe duties 
which you negleét. Suppofe this alarming meflage 
was delivered to you in your bed-chamber this night, 
with this additional precaution ;—O take heed of this 
carnal, vain, delufive, and unholy life; fet thyfelf 
to feck the Lord, with all thy might ; negleé not thy 
precious foul; prepare for death and eternity ; other- 
wife thou alfo fhalt be condemned to fufter thofe eternal 
“ agonies, which I mutt fuftain amongtt execrable {pi- 
sits, in that horrible place out of which I fhall never 
S = a . be 
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be releafed! How would fuch an addrefs affect you + 
and what influence would it have on your future con- 
duét ?—Such an awful vifitation muft alarm if it does 
not convince ; and probably it may haveno more effef& 
than, for the prefent, to alarm the ftupid and jnadver- 
tent finner; as our Lord himfelf declares, that if fuch 
perfons hear not Mojfés and the Prophets, they will not be 
perfuaded though one rofe from the dead, Luke xvi. 31. 
For the meffages and denunciations delivered by 
Mofes and the Prophets, are equally as pointed, as 
pertinent and particular; yea, and as. alarming alfo. 
Attend to Mofes’ declaration, Num. xxxii, 23. Be 
Jure your fins will find you out. Contemplate the tre- 
mendous anathemas announced in the 27th chap. of 
Deut. Hear.the awful prediétions recorded by. the 
Pfalmift; Pfal. ix.17. The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God. Upon the wicked 
God fhall rain fnares, fire and brimftone, and an horrible 
tempeft ; this fhall be the portion of their cup. Pfal. xi. 
6. View the atteftations publifhed by the Prophets: 
The finners in Zion are afraid, fearfulnefs hath furprifed 
the hypocrites ; who among us fhall dwell with the devowring 
fire 2, Who among us fhall dwell with everlafting burnings 2 
Jfa, xxxiii.14. Your fins have withholden good things 
Fromyou. Fer. v.25. Behold the day cometh that fhalt 
burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly fhall be flubble; and the day that cometh fhall burn 
them up, faith the Lord of hofts, that it fhall leave them 
neither root nor branch. Malac. iv, 1.— But our inat- 
: tention 


Se 
tention is ftill more inexcufable, who have the folenm. 
affeverations of Chrift and his Apoftles to confirm the 
direful alarm; yea, as Chrift hath both died and rifen 
again? Rom. xiv. g. and hath alfo left this folemn 
record, as a teftimony againit every incredulous and 
obftinate finner, which leaves fuch, intirely without 
excufe;—Jf I had not come, and fpoken to them, they 


had not had fin; but now they have no cloak for their fins 
Joh: xv. 22, 


Propof. 5. Suppofe you were fully perfuaded that 
this is the very laft day you have to live in this world ; 
how would you {pend it? If you were fure, when 
you go to bed this night, that you fhould never fee or 

senjoy another day in this world; would not fuch a 
perfuafion’ caufe your thoughts and apprehenfions 
about death and eternity to become more folemn and 
ferious? Ifyou were fully convinced, when you are 
about to be engaged in prayer, or in any other att ° 
of devotion, that it was the very laft time you fhould 
ever be permitted to be fo engaged; would not fuch 
a conviction caufe you to be more earneft and impor- 
tunate in your duty? Alas! you know not but it 
may be the laft; and>you muft reft affured, that 
opportunity cannot be at a great diftance. 


In human Hearts what bolder thought can rife, 
Than man’s prefumption on to-morrow’s dawn? 
Where is to-morrow? In another World ! 


Young. 


Propof 


( 73) - 

Propof. 6. Suppofe you were to behold the general 
diffolution of the world, and all the pomp and glory 
of it reduced to afhes ? fuppofe you faw all on fire 
around you; fumptuous buildings, magnificent caftles, 
populous cities, wealthy kingdoms, land and water ; 
the earth and the heavens in one univerfal con- 
flagration? Allthe honours, riches and delights of 
mortals, for which they barter their fouls, vanifhed 
for ever! How would fuch a fight affe& you P—And 
yet, fuch a fight will, and may foon be exhibited. I 
fhall therefore propound the queftion in the words of 
the Apoftle, 2 Pet, iii. 11,12. Seeing all thefe things fhall 
be diffoloed, what manner of perfons ought ye to be in all 
holy. converfation and godlinefs ? looking for, and haftening 
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the Heavens 
being on fire fhall be diffolued, and the elements flall melt 
with fervent heat : when the earth alfo and the works that 
are therein fhall be burnt up, Ve 10 


/ 


Propof. 7. Suppofe you had feen the procefs of the 
judgment of the great day ; the judge feated, the books 
opened, the innumerable multitude flanding and 
trembling on the left hand of the auguft tribunal ; up« 
braided and accufed of their rebellion and incorrigibles 
nefs; of all their paft fins, both of omiffion and com- 
miffion ; and at laft, condemned to perpetual mifery ! 
what manner of life would you be inclined to lead in 
future? But fuch afight you fhall behold; and not 
: ; H ~as 
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@s an idle or curious {pe€tator, but as a cited criminal, 
to be honourably acquitted, or ignominoully con- 
-demned. 


Propof. 8. Suppofe you fhould once have a fight of 
hell, and view thofe unhappy fouls, who are condemn 
ed there to endlefs torments ? Suppofe you could ~ 
hear their horrible howlings and execrations; upbraid- 
ing and accufing themfelves for their former fins and 
wickednefs ; for their inattention, and negleét of 
duty ; and for all the vices and vanities which had 
been the occafion of their mifery,—of their unfupport- 
able and endlefs woe? What fenfations muft fuch a 

. Sight produce, and what influence would it have upon 
your conduét in future? And yet every impenitent 
finner fhall not only fee this horrid fcene, but muft 
inevitably endure, “the bitter pains of eternal death!” 


Propof. 9. Suppofe you had fuffered thofe torments 
but for one year, or a fingle month; and that God 
fhould afterwards permit you to return into this world 
again ; to live here for fome months or years, as you 
do now in a {tate of probation ; how would you {pend 
thofe few months or years ? How horrid and alarming 
then would the found of hell and damnation, of oaths 
and imprecations, be to your ears? How reverently 
would you converfe about God and religion, about 
heaven and eternity ? How devoutly would you {pend 

your 
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your time in meditations and prayer ? How cautioufly 
would you watch againft all temptations to fin and 
vanity ; and endeavour to abftain from all appearance 
of evil 2 How earneftly would you admonifh the pro 
fligate and the profane, to take heed to their ways ; to 
repent, leftthey perifh, and come to a fearful end !— 
But why fhould not faith convince us, as wellas fenfe 
and fight? The reafon is obvious ; becaufe we do not 
believe God: otherwile his word and authority would 
have the fame influence and effet upon us, as that 
‘which is wrought in éonfequence of our natural fen- 
fation and conviftion. The old ferpent ftill infinuates, 
—ye frall not furely die; Gen. iti. 4. and credulous 
mortals pay more deference and attention to its in- 


fatuating charms, than to the truth and authority of 
God! es 


__ Propof 10. Suppofe you had been but one year par- 
taking of the glories of heaven, and had there joined 
with faints and angel§ in celebrating the praifes of 
God and the Lamb;—and were afterwards fent down 
into this world again;—how would you demean your- 
felf ? Would you think any attention or diligence too 
much in your chriftian vocation? What infignificant 
trifles would all the pomps and vanities, the honours, 
riches. and pleafures. of this tranfient and uncertain 

‘life appear; which giddy mortals fo greedily purfue 
and fo anxioufly covet, even at the hazard of their 
eternal happinefs? With what amazement, detefta- 

Hee tion 
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tionind horror, would you view fin, and -finners in- 
curring the divine difpleafure; and forfeiting their 
everlatting felicity for tranfient enjoyments, for vain 
and unfatisfactory delights? Who, being deftitute of 
internal refources of pleafure and fatisfaétion, are im- 
pelled to have recourfe to external conduits, which 
indeed, are’ but broken cifterns, Jer. ii. 13. that can 
hold no genuine ingredients of real confolation. 


All the reprefentations that may be formed in na- 
ture, are infinitely too infignificant to convey any 
juft conception of the excellence of celeftial delights; 
either in refpeft to the place, to the perfons, or to the 
enjoyments, As tothe place, what refemblance does 
a barren, dreary wildernefs bear, with the moft fer- 
tile and delightful country ? What comparifon can be 
made between a poor, defpicable cottage; a gloomy 
prifon, a decayed hofpital.or a ruinous infirmary,—and 
the moft {plendid and magnificent palace >—As to the 
perfons, what refemblance do poor, miferable and 
dying invalids bear, to glorified faints andangels?——And 
as to the enjoyments, what comparifon can be either 
made or conceived, between the perifhing riches, the 
, vague honours and the paltry pleafures of this mortal 
life,—and thofe eternal and fubftantial delights, thofe 
unabated joys, thofe confluent. refources of pleafures, 
which exift and flow at God’s right hand for ever- 
more? Pfal. xvi. 11, For eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor, ii. 95 

Between 
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Between finite and finite things, however different 
in their degrees of excellency, fome proportion, not- 
_withftanding, doesexift; but between finite and infi- 
‘nite things, no proportion whatfoever can poffibly be 
conceived: And fuch elevated views, fuch indefinite 
conceptions, fhould attra&t our affe€tions, as the 
magnet does the needle, fo as to fix them principally 
on things above. 


And as the ways of religion are ways of pleafantne/s, 
and all her paths are peace; Prov. iii. 17, it affords 
ample compenfation for all the duty and application, - 
the ftudy and difcipline it enjoins and inculcates, even 
in this life—What confolation does it afford in 
trouble ? what fupport in’ affli€tion, when all other’ 
refources fail? yea, what confidence in death ? Con- 
template P/al. xvi, 9. &c. Prov. xit. 32.1 Cor. xv. 
57 2 Cor. iv.17.—v. 1. Rev. xiv. 13, &c. 


The religious only know the plcafures of religion. - 
Thole whofe minds are earthly and fenfual, are utter 
ftrangers to fpiritual peace and joy; John xiv. 27. 
Prov. xiv. 10. 1 Cor. ii, 14. having no appetite to 
relifh thofe celeftial comforts and delights, Rom. xiv. 
17.—Xv. 13. which the godly meg 1s and which 
religion only can adminifter. 
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SOLEMN EXHORTATION 


To 
LMP RO y ET 1 M.S, 


ERIN nein on iene 


Tue great Lord and Proprietor of the univerfe 
has placed the children of men on this earth, as 
ftewards and refponfible beings; and has entrulted 
them with their refpe€tive talents, to be employed, 
according to his will and dire€tion, for their own ad- 
vantage, for the benefit of others, as well as for the 
praife and glory of the indulgent donor; who has 
annexed rewards and punifhments, as an incentive to 
fidelity, and a difcouragement to indolence and neg- 
le&, in improving thofe talents: the original right 
of all we poffefs, being invefted in him ; for what 
have we, that we have not received ? 1 Cor.ive 7. At 
the awful day of judgment, when the Lord Jefus 
Chrift will fummon every individual before his im- 

partial 
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partial tribunal, our refpeétive accounts fhall be au. 
dited) and adjufted. God’s comptroller within, even 
our own coni{cience, and his regifter without, even 
his book of remembrance, will then fubftantiate 
every charge, and produce a juft and decifive evi- 
dence of all that has been done, fpoken or thought 
byus, in this fate of probation; Rom. ii. 15, 16- 
2 Cor. v. io, When a ftri& fcrutiny fhall be made 
into our life and converfation; how we have em- 
ployed and improved, or negleéted and fquandered 
away thofe feveral talents and bleffings, both of pro- 
vidence and grace, with which we have been in- . 
dulged; more efpecially, of the time and opportuni- 
ties granted us to work out our Salvation, and fecure 
our everlafting felicity. 


* 


As in the prefence of that univerfal Judge, before 
whom you fhall be foon fummoned to appear, de- 
liberately attend to, and folemnly apply the following 
propofitions; calculated and intended to quicken and 
excite our diligence and refolution, refpeéting our 
moft interefting and important duty, 


 Propof. 1%» Have you ferioufly confidered, how 
fhort and uncertain the time of your fojourning here 
on earth is? that youare but as creatures. of a day.; 
and that it is but a litte while before you mult go hence, 
and be no more feen, Pi{al, xxxix, 13. Your glafs is in- 

ceffantly 


( 8 ) 

ceflantly running 3; every beating pulfé enumerates the 
tranfient moments of your deftined period; and then 
ceafes for ever. However you are engaged,—yea, 
while you are thinking, {peaking, or a€ting, you are 
pofting to your final, unchangeable ftate. And how 
fhortly you will be ‘there! Suppofe you ‘have ten, 
twenty, or fifty years to remain in this life; (although 
you are not fure of an hour,) how foon they will pafs 
away—and you are gone! Pfal. xe. 10. Take a retrofpe& 
of the time you have already lived? with what amaz- 
ing velocity has it fled ; and what a dream does it ap- 
pear? That alfo which is to come, will pafs by with 
the fame refiftlefS rapidity. Hark! that knell! attend 
to the folemn found! It fpeaks, it proclaims in mourn- 
ful accents,—A foul is departed ! is gone into eternity ! 
— Behold that opened vault! that gaping grave !— 
that gloomy crowd! that difmal charnel-houfe, where 
‘death depofits his trophies! a few years ago that fkull 
was covered, like thine, with comely locks, thofe empty 
holes were filled’ with fparkling eyes; thofe hollow 
pits with blooming cheeks: that grinny mouth did 
then fmile as gracefully as thine does, or may do, 
Yea, thofe mouldering fhivers conftituted a body in 
fymetry, beauty and vivacity, equal, and, perhaps, 
fuperior.to thine own! With what folemn leGtures, O 
man, O woman, do all thefe difmal objeéts addrefs 
thy roving imagination? Whilft thoufands, of every 
age and fex, are cut down, and fall at thy right hand 
and at thy left, will con{cience permit thee to be idle 

; and 
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and unconcerned? Doth not the refleétion check 
and alarm you? Can you remain carelefs and un- 
moved whilft the bell is tolling; whilft the fick are 
groaning; whilft every breath and pulfe fhould con- 
vince you that you are hafting to fyour end? Have 
you ever confidered, how wonderfully this machine, 
your body, is formed,—and how marvellous it is, that 
all its parts and organs; its aiteries, veins, nervess 
mufcles, fibres, &c. fhould be preferved, in fuch ex- 
quifite order, even for one year; yea, for one day ? If 
you are not attacked with pain, or feized by ficknefs, 
to admonish and alarm you of your approaching fate, 
you cannot but be convinced of the frailty of your 
corruptible frame, and how fhort your abode in your 
prefent fituation may be, in compar:fon of the time 
you muft dwell in duft and darknefs, Ecclef. xi. 8. 
And can any rational being, capable of fuch reflec- 
tions, wafte his time in pampering, adorning, and in- 
dulging what muft foon become a mals of corruption 5 
and, in the mean while negle&, and rifk the welfare 
of that part, which muft exift for ever ?—I am really 
afhamed, faid one of the primitive fathers, * to {ee fo 
much wealth lavifhed away, in order to hide what 
modefty requires us to conceal —And, what would his 
fentiments be, on the occafion, was he to infpetct 
fome of the fafhions of the prefent age? 


Propof. 2. Confider, deliberately, that you are now 
negotiating for life, and immortality, And how 
truly 


* Clemens of Alexandria. 
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truly pitiable his fituation, who has rifked his Al! in 
one leaky barge, on One precarious voyage? Who 
has embarked all his property to be expofed to the 
mercy of every wave,—of every blaft,; which may, 
in a moment, deprive him of the fource of all his 
comfort,—of all his happinefs ?—And {uch is his la- 
mentable cafe, whofe views are confined within the 
narrow precinéts of this uncertain ftate. The wif 
dom, diligence, and application of the children of this 
world, notorioufly condemn the conduét of the children 
of light; Luke xvi. 8. even of thofe who pretend to be- 
lieve the gofpel. In matters of worldly concern, what 
forecaft, what prudence and induftry is difcernible in 
the condué of mortals? what attention, what applica- 
tion, what vigour, life and expedition? And fhall the 
intereft and.concerns of the body, and of this vain, 
tranfitory, and unfatisfaftory ftate, engage our 
thoughts and refolutions more than thofe of our fouls 
and eternity ?—If the prefent opportinity is negle&ed, 
it can no more be recalled than the rapid f{tream that 
has pafled by:—lay hold, therefore, on the prefent 
feafon, without any further delay, The angel in the 
revelation, chap. x. v. 6. fwears—That time shall be 
no longer; and none but God can tell, how foon time 
may be fwallowed up in ctermty. Life, on account 
of its fhortnefs and uncertainty, is compared to a 
bubble, a flower, a vapour, a fhadow, &c. Eternity 
depends upon this moment; an eternity of infupport- 
able woe, or inconceivable blifs, Let us then, as 

wile 


eer ae 


wife ftewards, improve the prefent hour, and the t4- 
lents we now poffefs, whilft the day of grace con- 
tinues; for the night approaches, when no man can 
work; Fohn ix. 4. God will not put up for ever with 
the indignities, the reproaches, and the infults repeat- 
edly offered him by daring, vain, and deluded mortals. 
Nay, he will whet his fword, as he hath bent his bow and 
made it ready, Pfal. vii, 12. againft the diffolute, the 
prefumptuous, and incorrigible. Reafon muft evince, 
that repeated affronts offered to a friend, will incur 
his difpleafure ; and excite him to fhun our company 
and our habitation, Who then will prefume to in- 
fult the moft high ? will trifle with his own foul, with 
his falvation and eternity ? Let fuch advert to the fate 
of the fool recorded in the gofpel, Luke xii. 20. the in- 
dolence of the foolifh virgins, Matt. xxv. 3. the futile 
delay of Felix, Ads xxiv. 25. the inadvertency of 
Ffau, Heb. xii. 16, 17, and the inattentjon of thé ante- 
deluvians, who, having contemned Noah, and being 
out of the ark when the deluge came, would gladly 
have climbed up to the fummit of lofty mountains, 
trees or turrets, for fafety; but too late—for the flood 
arofe, and deftroyed them all, Luke xvii, 26, 27. 


Too true on this head, is the corollary adduced by 
the ingenious Mr, Cowper, who juftly obferves, that 


Bufinefs, vain Amufements, Care or Mirth, 
Divide the frail Inhabitants of Earth. 
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The world, from chriftian experience as well as 
from {criptural analogy, may be compared to the fea, 
—to a wildernefs, and to the camp of war; and is it, 
on fuch an hypothefis, confiftent with the charatter 
of a rational Being, a Paflenger embarked on an 
hazardous voyage, in perpetual jeopardy, conftantly 
expofed to the fury of the wind and waves,—to be 
inattentive to ‘his fafety and welfare? or for a tra- 
veller to folace himfelf with impertinent amufements, 
whilft he is advancing through a dangerous and inhof- 
pitable defert? or that a foldier fhould attend to trifles,— 
whilft he is ftationed on a fpecial guard, whilft he is 
exercifing on the parade, or is a€tually engaged againft 
the enemy, in the field of battle? No; for the plea- 
fures and delight of a chriftian do notconfift in carnal 
and fenfual enjoyments,—the low, brutal, and animal 
kind, fuch as pleafe the profligate, the inadvertent 
and the vain; his®re of a fpiritual and intelleftual na- 
ture, which adminifter fuperior joys, fuch as are re- 
ferved for and await him in heaven, in the company 
of the fpirits of juft men fnade perfeét; for the parti- 
cipation of which he was originally formed, and 
principally defigned. His views therefore are not 
confined to the tranfient fcenes of this precarious 
ftate, but his greateft care, defire, and ambition is, 
—among the fundry and manifold changes of the ~ 
world, to have his heart furely fixed where true joys 
are to be found ; and to pafs through things tempofal, 
fo as finally not to lofe the things eternal. 


I Propof. 3. 
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Propof. 3. Have you folemnly animadverted on the 
work you have to do; and on what important bufinefs 
you came into the world? That is, to do all that ever 
muft or can be done to fecure everlafling happinels, 
and to avoid eternal mifery. Should God vouchfafe 
to enlighten your underftanding, to difcern your fi- 
tuation and your duty, you would be convinced, that 
you have an ignorant mind to be inftruted; that 
your foul is depraved by fin; is naturally averfe to 
God! attached and enflaved to the world and the flefh. 
That this foul muft be renewed and regenerated ; for 
without fuch a renovation you are unqualified for - 
the life of grace here, and the life of glory hereafter. 
You would be further convinced, how many weighty 
leffons you have to learn; how many carnal paffions, 
and fenfual propenfities, you have to be mortified ; 
how many temptations you have to overcome ; how 
many graces you have to obtain, arid then to be ex- 
ercifed, ftrengthened, and preferved: that it is not fo 
eafy, as the vain and prefumptuous imagine, to acquire 
a true and lively faith ; a contrite heart ; a tender and 
faithful confcience ; a fervent defire after holinefs; a 
ftedfaft reliance on, and a well grounded confidence 
in God; a true zeal, filial fear, an abfolute refigna- 
tion to the divine will; fincere obedience, hatred of 
all fin, fervent love to God, and delight in his fer- 
Vice. 


How 


ra 

How effential it is to the Chriftian’s duty and vo= 
cation, to love his neighbour as himfelf; to love his 
enemies ; to render good for evil; to be content-in 
the fituation affigned him by Providence ; to deny 
himfelf; tobe patient and humble under every dif- 
penfation ; to poffefs a catholic fpirit; to be afliduous 
to promote the public good; to live in godly love 
and univerfal charity, and to praétife every other 
relative and focial duty, as one who muft give an: 
Account, That it is alfoaduty incumbent on every 
chriftian, to have frequent recourfe to devout medi- 
tations, felf-examination, reading and prayer; dili- 
gently to inftruét his children and family, and attend 
to fuch precepts and obligations as the gofpel incul- 
cates, and recommends towards fuperiors, equals, 
inferiors, and towards all mankind; and that it is a 
matter of no {mall concern or difficulty to govern and 
regulate the heart, the thoughts, the tongue, the 
paffions and affeétions, — And do all thefe duties call 
for, and require your attention? What leifure have 
you then to attend to trifles; or to be engaged in: 
doing what ought to be undone? You would de- 
fervedly condemn the condu& of that poor, incon- 
fiderate wretch, who, having a family and no more 
than a few fhillings that he may call: his own, {pends 
one half, or two thirds of his whole pittance on felf- 
indulgence, on pleafures and-amufements ; and would 
as juftly explode his apology, as an aggravation of his 
le _  extravagancey. 
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extravagance, if he fhould affirm that fuch indulgenee, 
pleafures or amufements were lawful and fashionable. 
But alas! is not the condué of inconfiderate finners, 
who lavifh away their time and talents on vanity and 
vice, much more inexeufable; as the duties and 
obligations which require their * attention are more 
interefting and-important ? 


Doh call the Bow}, the Violand the Dance, 
Loud Mirth, mad Laughter ? wretched comforters! 
Phyficians ! more than half of thy Difcafe. 


7. 


Young. 


Prof. 44 Do you confider the worth and impor- 
tance of time? A Bleffing ineftimable; a talent, 
when loft, inetrievable. And as time only ferves to 
introduce us into eternity, the refleCtion fhould roufe 

all 


* On this hypothefis, fome carnal men imagine that Religion 
eaufes her votaries to become dull, fullen and melancholy ; 
others, faperficially maintain, that’ as God fent his creatures 
here to enjoy the bleilings of his kind prov idence, they fhould 
be, indiferiminately, cheatful. Whereas the Chear of the Godly 
and of the Wicked originate from two diftin® Sources ; that 


of the former, proceeds from and confifts in celeftial, fpiritual | 


and intelle@ual enjoyments, and delights ; but that of the latter 
in terreftrial, fenfual and carnal gratifications. And being 
derived from and dependant on different principles, as they 
are not congenial in kind, confequently, they are incompatible 

ms in 
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all the faculties and powers of the foul, to confider 
maturely, whatit is to remain for ever in joy or milery ; 
in heaven orin hell. One of thefe may fhortly, muft 
certainly be your portion; whatfoever unbelief may 
fuggeft to the contrary, Oh! what heart muft that 
diffolute finner be poffeffed of, who diffipates his 
talents, and waftes that precious time upon imperti- 
nences and folly, which is allotted him to prepare for 
his unchangeable ftate, and to fecure his everlafting 
felicity! Suppofe you were immediately feized with 
a violent pain; and, in all probability, could-expe& 
to live but a few hours; would you not with to be 

I3 fpared: 


in their nature; and hence it is that the wicked cannot partici-- 
pate of the joy of the godly, any more than the godly can expe- 
Fience real comfort or fatisfaétion in the company or from the 
delights of the wicked; for which reafon, the latter may up- 
braid the former with fullennefs or melancholy, as they are utter 
Strangers to their Fay; Prov. xiv. 10. in as much as the 
righteous do not—cannot take delight in* Vice and vanity, but 
they rejoice in the Lord. Pfal. xxxiii. 1.—xxxil.. 14.—v. 11. 
Nehem. xii. 43. Habak.iii18; John xy. 41. Rom. vs.1ta- 
#-Cor. i, 42. “1-Pet. 1.8; 


= the fabled Joys of Vice.: 
Fabled, indecd! true Joys it cannot boaft, 
Since pleafure flies when Innocence is loft. 
Remorfe, Defpair, and ev’ry cruel Gueft, 
Become the inmates of the guilty breaft, 


Rowe. 
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fpared a little longer ? would you, in that cafe, addrefs 
the fupreme Majefty, in whofe hands are the iflues of 
life and death, in this manner ?—Lord, grant me a 
little more time to infult and provoke thee; to amufe 
myfelf with toys and trifles ; to play at cards, and dice ; 
and to attend other fafhionable diverfions. Permitme 
to enjoya few more opportunities of frequenting public 
play, balls, and operas; and to indulge my appetites 
and paffions, in the lujt of the flefh, the luft of the eye, 
and the pride of life.—-Have youever read or heard of 
fuch a prayer? ‘Would you not have rather faid, in 
fuch a fituation ;—Lord, vouchfafe me a little time to 
apply my heart unto heavenly wifdom; to lament my 
patt folly, and my former inadvertency; to repent me 
truly of my fins: and grant me thy gracious pardon 
and forgivenefs,—defore I go hence, and be no more feen. 
And if fo, feeing that in the midft of life we are in 
death, why will you now live fo contrary, not only 
to your prayers, to your conf{cience, and to the divine 
“will, but even to your own reafon alfo? Remember 
‘what the judicious Author of the Book of Wifdom 
has afferted, Into a malicious font wifdom fhall not enter 3 
nor dwell in the body that is fubjeft unto fin, Chap, i. 4. 


Propof. 5. 1s the work you were defigned for, 
hitherto well done ? Are you made a partaker of the 
divine nature? Are you strong and eftablifhed in 
grace? Is your pardon fealed, and your falvation 

fecured? | 
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fecured? Are your affeétions principally fet on things 
above ? Is your converfation in heaven? Are the 
‘kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs, the firft objc&s of 
your ambition, the prime fubjetts of your defire ? 
Are you ready to meet death, and to appear in judg- 
ment? If you can reply in the affirmative,—you have, 
notwithftanding, no excufe for remaining idle, remifs 
and unconcerned about the ONE, THING NEEDFUL? 
for whilft you remain on earth, you are in a ftate of 
warfare; and, confequently, have many temptations 
to furmount; many enemics to repell; many fnares 
to avoid, and many difficulties to encounter with. 
~ Yea, and it is the duty as well as the privilege of 
every chriftian, daily to grow in grace, and in the know- 


ledge of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrif. 2 Pet. ii, 18, 


Propof. 6. Do you apprehend, if you now negle& 
your duty, that you fhall ever return again, after death, 
into this world, to re&tify the errors of your-conduét ? 
Before your friends fhall have performed the laft office 
for your pallid corpfe, which had been the principal 
objeét of your care and concern, the foul will be con- 
figned into an eternal and unchangeable flate; to ex- 
perience, in reality, thofe things which God imhis 
word had forewarned you of, and which you would 
not believe. As foon as death has removed the veil, 
or dropt the curtains which now {creen eternity from 
your fight,—Oh! what a {cene shal] you inftantly 

behold! © 
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behold! The contemplation of which, ought now to 


check your vain career, or excite a religious venera- 
tion. 


Propof. 7. Did you ever obferve, what dying 
men have faid of time, and how they valued it, if 
capable of any refle@tion ?_ how common it is to hear 
men on their death-bed, lamenting their paft folly and 
indifcretion ; and making folemn refolutions, to de- 
vote themfelves in future to the fervice of God, if 
their days might be prolonged on earth. But why 
fhould time appear fo different in health, from what 
it does in ficknefs P and why fhould that time be now 


_ wafted and diffipated, which will then appear fo in- 
eftimable ? 


Propof. 8. How would the miferable fouls con- 
figned to the infernal prijon value time, were they 
indulged with the favourable opportunities you now 
enjoy ? Would they live as you do? Confider, 
what their experience would teach them ; and may 
you learn to be wife at a cheaper rate. 


Propof. 9. Are you really perfuaded, that you 
muft give an account of your time? and that you 
muft look back from eternity on that you now 
fpend? If fo, what refleétion will adminifter the 
greateft confolation ; a life devoted to fin and folly, 


is or 
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er to wifdom and piety? A& now, as you fhall with 
then you had ated. Follow not a multitude to do evil 5 
Exod. xxiii, 2. for although there is a way that feemeth 
right unto a man; he fhall, to his forrow, find the end 
thereof to be the ways of death, Prov. xiv.12. Sinners 
now deem their ways to be right ; and are ready to ex- 
plode the way of holinefs and religion as too precife 
and fingular: but how wonderfully different the 
opinion they fhall entertain at the great day will be, 
Solomon, in the book of Wifdom, has, with great 
precifion, difclofed. This was he whom we had in dee 
rifton, and a proverb of reproach. We fools counted his 
life madnefs ; and his end to be without honour. How is 

he numbered among the children of God, and his lot 1s among 
the faints! Thérefore have we erred from the way of truth, 
and thz light af righteoufnefs hath not fhined unto us, and 
the fun of righteoufnefs rofe not uponus. We wearied our- 
Jelves in the way of wickednefs and deftruthon ; yea, we 
have gone through deferts, where there lay no way 3 but as 
for the way of the Lord we have not knownit, Chap v. 
verfe g, &e. 


Propof. 19. How do you nowwifh you had fpent 
the time already pat? Had you not rather it had 
been {pent in aéts of devotion, piety and charity, 
than in wantonnefs, vice and extravagance ? If not, 
your delight in fin indicates that you remain a child 
of wrath, But why fhould you fo unalterably adhere 

y to 
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to that courfe of life, which you muft repent of, deteft 
and abhor, if ever you expett forgivenefs ; as every 
finner muft become confcious of his guilt and error, 
before he will be excited to implore pardon, 


Propof. 11. Confider, that God now waits to be 
gracious ; that all the bleflings of providence and of 
grace, are fubfervient to promote your eternal felicity. 
Let the weighty concerns of immortality engage your 
moft folemn attention, as the manifold mercies and 
goodnefs of God tend to lead you to repentance.; Rom. ii. 
4. left your prefumptuous delay may caufe the Lord 
to fwear in his wrath, you fhall not enter into his reft. 
Pfal. xcv. 11. 


Propof. 12. Suppofe the prefent life, or the time of 
man’s exiftence on earth, confifting of eighty years, 
(for inftance,) was divided into two periods, viz. into 
one month,—and into féventy-nine years and eleven months 3 
admitting that, as a rational being, he was capable of 
moral aétion during the whole period: and that the 
month was preparatory, and a fort of introduétion to 
the other period, when the whole ftate and circum- 
ftances fhould undergo a mighty change ; and that; 
according to the candidate’s behaviour in the preceding 
month. Who would not but readily admit, that the 
concerns and importance of the feventy-nine years, Sc. 
ought to engage his greateft attention ?. for reafon, nay 

con mon 
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common fenfe would dire&t and prompt any man, to 
prefer comfort and happinefs for feventy-nine years 
and upwards, to every thing that might pretend to it 
during the {pace of one month only. Would —t not 
be an excels of folly, and even madnefs, to fpend the 
month in criminal indulgences, or in and about fuch 
tranfient and trivial affairs as relate to that fhort 
period; without any refpeé or views to the great 
number of years that muft fucceed? that is, to be 
fatisfied with the enjoyment of one month; at the hazard 
of being extremely miferable for almoft eighty years! 
Should confcience lie dormant, reafon, in fuch a cafe, 
mult fuggeft ;—This month of difcipline, will foon be 
over; and then,—exulting thought ! a long feries of 
happinefs fhall, inevitably, enfue, 


O foul! this is but a faint portrait of ‘thy fituatien, 
and circumftances in this life. Thou art to be here 
but for a few days ; and eternity will, moft afluredly, 
fucceed this fhort, uncertain period, Now is thy 
feed time ; a feafon preparatory, and introductory to 
an eternal harveft: arid as thou fowe/t here, thou halt 
reap hereafter ; Gal, vi, 7, 8. Lock well therefore to 
eternity, during this moment of time.—And may the 
Lord profper all our pious refolutions, and blefs all 
our laudable endeavours, to prepare for our great 
approaching change ! 


(98-9 

I fhall conclude this exhortation with the folemm 
and judicious obfervation of Secretary Walfingham.— 
I am ferious ; and it is fit I fhould be fo; for all are 
fo arcind me, God is ferious, in obferving us;—~ 
Jefus Chrift is ferious, in interceding for us ;—the 
Holy Spirit is ferious, in ftriving with us, The truths 
of God, are ferious truths ;—his laws, his promifes, 
and his threatnings are all ferious. Angels are ferious, 
in their miniftrations for our good. Our fpiritual 
enemies are ferious, in their attempts againft us. 
Glorified faints are ferious, in their embraces of divine 
love. Poor damned finners cannot but be ferious, 
under the pourings out of divine wrath. And we 
ourfelves fhall be ferious, when we come to die.” 
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Since God hath placed me here as a candidate 
ind probationer for eternity, and has vouchfafed to 
reveal his will and publifh his law, to guide and direé& 
me in my duty ;—I am refolved, in his name—and by 
his affifting grace, 

it. To begin every day, with my Maker and Pre- 
ferver, in folemn meditations and prayer; and to con- 


~ fecrate my firft thoughts to him, in imitation of the 


pious pfalmift, who faid(a) When I awake up; Iam 
prefent with thee: an expreffion, which did not only 
allude to the divine fuperintendency ; for holy David 
was con{cious of that indulgent ‘care and proteétion, 

K as 


(a) Pfal. cxxxix, 18. 


( v8) , 

as well when he was afleep as awake ; but which, 
more immediately, referred to the aétive difpofition 
and temper of his elevated mind.—Thus will I en- 
deavour to falute my guardian and my God; faying, 
(5) I laid me down, and flept, and rofe up again; for the 
Lord fuftained me. I commit myfelf to thy care and 
proteétion ; (c) O Leach me tonumbermy days, that I may 
apply my heart unto wifdom! preferve me from evil ; 
dire€&t me to, and guide me in the right path; make 
my way profperous; yea, profper thou the work of 
my hands: (d) let the words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion'of my heart, be accepted in thy fight; O Lord, my 
Strength and my Redeemer. 


edly. As {oon as I conveniently can, I will retire 
for fecret devotion; nor would I wifh that man fhould 
hear my voice, till I have offered my morning facri- 
fice of praife andthank{giving to my God; for his kind 
protection the preceding night. (¢) My voice fhalt thou 
hear betimes, O Lord ; early in the morning will I direét my 
prayer unto thee, and will look up. By this the mind will 
anticipate celeftial delights ; be fortified againft temp- 
tations, and become better difpofed and prepared both 
for duties and for trials. 


gdly. Being a mafter of a family, I fhall embrace 


the catlieft and moft convenient opportunity of con- 
vening 


(6) Pfal. iii. g. (c) Pfal. xc. 12. (d) Pfal. xix. 14. 
(¢) Pfal. v. g. 
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vening them together, for religious duty and family: 
devotion; thankfully to acknowledge the divine 
mercy and goodnefs, exemplified in our prefervation 
and fupport during the night paft; recommending 
myfelf, and them to our heavenly father’s care and 
prote€tion in the enfuing day; and implore his kind 
prefence and aid to blefs, dire&é and conduét us in 
our refpeétive employments and occupations, In the 
morning, faith the pious bifhop Hopkins, * prayer is 
the key that opens unto us the treafury of God’s mer- 
cies and bleflings; in the evening, it is the key that 
fhuts us up under his proteftion and fafeguard. 


4thly. In my daily vocation, I am refolved to be 
diligent, and as ufeful as I can ; endeavouring to pro- 
mote the glory of God, the prefent welfare and future 
K 2 felicity 
; > 

* Prayer, {aid the devout. Archbifhop Uther, is the voice of 
God’s Spirit in us; Rom, viii. 26. ajewel of grace bequeathed 
by Chrift unto.us; Luke xi. 2. It is the hand of faith, the key 
of God’s treafury, the foul’s folicitor, the heart’s armoure 
bearer, and the mind’s interpreter; Matt. vii, 7. Ephe/. vi. 18. 
It procureth all bleflings, preventeth curfes, 2 Chron. vii. 14, 
Sanétifieth all creatures that may do us good; 1 Tim. iv. 5. {eae 
foneth all croffes, that theycan do usno hurt; 2 Cor. xii. 8. 
Laftly, it keeps the heart in humility, the life in fobriety, 
ftrengtheneth all graces, overcometh all temptations, fubdueth 
corruptions, purgeth our affeétions, makes our duties accept- 
able to God, our lives profitable unto men, and both life and 
death comfortable unto ourfelves, Ad ix. 11. Ephef, vi. 18+ 

Fude, 20, Adz, iv. go. and vil. 59. 
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felicity of my fellow mortals, as well as thefalvation 
of my own foul.—Should the providence of God 
place me above the neceflity of bodily labour, I fhall 
deem it my duty to improve that diftinétion and favour 
to {piritual and religious purpofes; in as much as 1 
may {pend more time than others have at command, 
in reading, meditation and prayer; as well as in works 
of mercy and charity. Confequently, it fhall, as it 
ought to be my principal aim,—to (f} feck the kingdom of 
God and his righteoufnefs; and (g) labour diligently for 
the meat which endureth unto everlafting life. 


5tkly. I will, in every place and company, where 
my bufinefs requires my prefence and attention, en- 
deavour to (h) fet the Lord always before me; in imitation 
of holy David: attempt to make others better; and 
be cautious, that others may not make me worfe. 
(i) I will take heed to my ways, that I offend not with my 
tongue; Or, that no (k) corrupt communication fhould 
proceed out of my mouth, but that which is good to the ufé 
of edifying, that tt may minifler grace to the hearers, No 
filthy converfation, neither (l) foolifh talking or jefting, 
which are not convenient, fhall employ the bef? member 
I have: whole principal defign is to glorify its Maker; 
not to be proftituted to vice and ob{cenity, and_be- 
come an incentive to vanity and luft. I fhall wifh and 
endeavour, at all times, to do to others, as (m) J would 


(f) Matt. vi. 93. (g) Foknvi.o7. (h) Pfal. xvi. 8. (i) Pfal. 
xxxix. 1. (A) Ephef iv. 2g. (1) Ephefiv. 4. (m) Matt, vii. 1d. 
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that others, in fimilar circumftances, fhould do to me > 
confcious that I am born and preferved, not only for 
my own private intereft, but for the public welfare. 
I therefore deem it a duty incumbent upon me, to 
become (n) eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, and a father 
to the poor. To inftruét the ignorant, and endeavour 
to reclaim the profligate; tofupply the wants of the 
indigent, to alleviate the diftrefles of the afflitted,—- 
according to the opportunities afforded me, and the 
talents and abilities I poffefs: to be zealous for God,. 
as one who muft give an account,—giving (0) all dili-- 
gence to make my calling and eleélion fure. 


6thly. In the refrefhments.of the day, I am refolved: 
to obferve the rules of temperance and fobriety. To. 
beg a bleffing on my food, and return thanks for the 
fame,—not ina negligent, hafty, fuperficial, or formal. 
manner; but from a confcioufnefs of my daily de-. 
pendance on my fupreme benefaétor,—and from a: 
due fenfe of gratitude to him, (f) who openeth his bene- 
ficent hand, and filleth all things living with plenteouf~ 
nefs. (q) Whether I eat or drink, or whatfoever I do, 1 fhall. 
endeavour to do all to the glory of God;. according tg. 
the apoftolic injunétion, 


7thly. Whenfoever I indulge mylelf with any inno- 
cent recreations or amufements, I {hall take care that. 


K 3 they. 


(n) fob, xxix. 15,16. (0) 2 Pet.i. 10, (p) Pfal.-cxlv, 163. 
(q) 1 Cor. x, g1. 
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‘whey are not what the world generally deems to be {o,— 
but fuch as really are fo. I am refolved therefore to 
ufe no recreations or diverfions but fuch as are con- 
fiftent with a rational, intelle€tual mind; and fuitable 
to an immortal being. With fuch only I fhall in- 
dulge myfelf as are fubfervient to promote the health of 
my body, and tend to invigorate and refrefh my mind; 
fuch as are means deemed conducive to fit and prepare 
me forthe more chearful fervice of God: nor fhall I 
indulge myfelf any longer in the ufe and exercife of 
fuch means, than it may feem neceflary and expedient 
in order to obtain thofe defireable ends, 


8thly. My with alfo and defire is, that my thoughts, 
alfe€tions, and paffions, as well as my outward con- 
du&, may be regulated by, and governed under the 
influence of religion, all the day. For he that (r) 
tricth the heart and reins, and * from whom no fecrets 
are hid,” (s) underftands all my thoughts and defires, 
even before they are conceived. I find it therefore 
very ufeful and neceflary to emit frequent ejaculations 
and fhort afpirations heavenward, in order to main- 
- tain communion with God; and to baffle the attempts, 

or repel the attacks of the enemy on my foul. 
gthly. My {ecular vocations, or my daily engage- 
ments being ended; it will be neceflary to take a re- 
trofpeétive 


(r) Pfal. vii. g. (5) Pfal. cxxxix. 2. 


eS 
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trofpettive view of my conduét, from the firft aétion 
of the day,—according to the direétions propofed in 
the fourth fection of the foregoing Catechifn + to confider, 
ferioufly, deliberately, and impartially, what fins I 
have committed; or what duties I have negleéted. 
Such a review will naturally caufe contrition and 
humiliation for, and extort confeffion of fin; and will 
alfo excite earneft fupplication for pardon and grace, 
—-as well as praife and thank{giving for every mercy 
and bleffing experienced, in the courle of the preced- 
ing day. At the clofe of which, it will be neceflary 

for me, 
1othly, To retire with, or call my family to duty; to 
read to them, if not hindered by any particular oc- 
currence, fome part of God’s word, or fome other 
good book, To offer up, jointly, our evening facri- 
fice and oblation to our great Creator and kind Pre- 
ferver; with humble and contrite hearts, to acknow- 
ledge our fins and provocations; to implore pardon 
and grace,—with a grateful fenfe of ali the bleflings 
and mercies we have, fo undefervedly, received; arid 
to beg the divine proteétion during the hours of repofe 
in the enfuing night.—On the Lord’s day, more efpe- 
cially, this duty is peculiarly incumbent; having 
therefore, with due reverence, attended the public 
ordinances, in the houfe of God, the place dedicated 
to his fervice, and (¢) where his honour dwelleth,—(as 
no 


> 


(t) Pfal, xxvi. 8. 
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no. frivolousexcufe will be deemed, by God, a fuf- 
ficient apology for * abfenting myfelf from the place 
of public worthip, 6: for not attending thofe facred 
sites which the Lord himfelf has inftituted and (u) 
ordained,)—i fhall devoutly perufe fome portion of 
God’s word, written in the old or new teftament, and 
have recourfe to the direétions advanced in this traét; 
endeavouring to recommend and inculcate them as 
means cqually as neceffary for the foul, as food and 
raiment are for the body.—And ‘having withdrawn 
into my bed-chamber,—it will be neceflary to make a 
folemn furrender of myfelf to God: ferioufly to re- 


fle&, 


* Confcious of this, holy David, a man after God’s own 
heart, who cuftomarily addreffed the Lord in private—evening 
and morning, and at noon day. Pfal. v.17.—who féven times a 
day praifed him; yea, and in the night /eafons alfo made 
f{upplications to his munificent protector; P/al. xvi. 7.—yet, 
with pious ardor, he declares, I was glad when they faid unto 
me, Let us gointo the Houfe of the Lord; Pfal. cxxii. 1. attend 
tohis devout afpirations, P/ad. xlii, 2,3, 4. P/al. xxvi. 8. Pfal. 
Ixxxiv. 1, 2.10, Pfal. xxvii. 4, &c. dc. Thus alfo good king 
Hezckiah, 2 Aings xx. 8.— Yea, our Saviour himfelf frequented 
thetemple, Luke ii. 46. Matt. xxi. 12. 14,23. Chap. xxiv. 1. 
John v.14. and the fynagogues, Matt. ix. 35. Mark i. 39. &c. 
And called the Houfe of Prayer, Matt. xxi. 13. his father’s 
houfe. Fohn ii, 16.—And what place more likely to meet the 
mafter, than at his own houfe ;—than at the habitation where 
he ordinarily refides? 


* 


(u) Exod, xxv. 8. 22,1 Kings ix. 9. Matt. 18.20, Heb. x..254 


% 
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fleét, on the laft time I fhall.ever be permitted to un- 
drefs myfelf;—on the awful period, when I shall 
clofe my eyes in *death,--and when my body fhall be 
laid down in the duft, With this recommendatory ~ 
ejaculation I fhall, finally, endeavour to compofe 
myfelf on my bed;—thou fhepherd of Ifrael, who nei- 
ther flumbreft nor fleepeft,—thou art my (v) keeper; 
thou, who haft been privy to all my condué, art 
now (@) about my bed ;—(x) inte thine hand, who art 
my guardian and my God, I commit my fpirit. (y) I 
will lay me down in peace, and take my reft; for tt is thous 
Lord, only that makeft me dwell in fafety. 


bad * The office ofa chriftian is to meditate on death. 
Treneus. 


(@) Pfal. cxxi. 4. 5. (w) Pal. cxxxix. 3. (*) aes XXXi. §- 
(y) R/at. iv. 9 
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C O- 3 0 Luo 1-0 NN, 


READER,—if thou thinkeft that the counfel or 
reprehenfion cree given, is too ftri& or precife,— 
have recourfe to the infallible word of God; to the 
law and to the teftimony; Ifai. viii. 20.—and grant but 
this reafonable requeft, and the defign of the editor, 
in this publication, will be anfwered; let a due fenfe 

of 


‘ 
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of immortality--of the uncertainty of human life, and 
of the vaft importance of eternity, have its proper 


influence upon thy €ondué,.—As a rational and re-. 


fponfible being, maturely confider, how vain, tranfient, 
and unfatisfaétory all the enjoyments and delights of 
this world are; and, asa candidate for a better, de- 
liberately refle&, how foon death may be commiffion- 
ed to arreft thy frail body; and confign thy immortal 
fpirit to an endlefs, unchangeable ftate. Confider 
allo, what a great change muft be wrought in the 
foul, before the is qualified forthe enjoyment of ce- 
leftial delights; that her fins muft be pardoned, that 
her guilt muft be removed, that her corruptions and 
pollutions muft be cleanfed and wafhed away ;—as 
nothing that is defiled or unclean fhall never find ad- 
mittance into the kingdom of heaven. . Conficer, 
what new habits, and what fpiritual difpofitions muft, 
neceflarily be acquired,—in order to capacitate the 
foul to become a meet partaker of the inheritance of 
the faints in light, Confider likewife how terrible it 
muft be, to lie on a death-bed, with a guilty con- 
{cience, under the tremendous wrath of a juftly in- 
cenfed God, In fine,—premeditate, what ufe of the 
prefent time will be moft pleafing to your refleétion, 
when you are ahout to quit the prefent fcene of mor- 
tality; and a& now as you fhall with. you had afted, 
when the fpiritual inhabitant is about to relinquifh 
the carthly houj of this tabernacle, ready to be diffolved. 


That 
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That your attention may be duly engaged —de« 


liberately perufe and meditate on the following 
‘ : 


PASSAGES or SCRIPTURE, 
WHICH PROVE 
MAN’s CONDEMNATION say tuz LAW, 
‘ AND 


RUIN, sx NATURE, 


(a) IN the day that thou eateft thereof thou thalt 
furely die. And (4) in Adam all die. For (c) as by 
one man fin entered into the world, and death by fin; 
fo death paffed upon all men, for that all have finned. 
(d) Adam begat a fon in his own likenefs, after his 
image. And (e) whocan bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? Not one. (f) They are all gone afide, 
they are all together become filthy; there is none 
that doth good, no not one. (g) For all have finned, 
and come fhort of the glory of God. (h) If we fay 
that we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the 
truth is not in us. (2) Whofoever fhall- keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he fhall be 
guilty of all, %k) For it is written, curfed is every 
ene that continueth not in all things which are written 

in 


(a) Gen, tic 27. (b)1 Cor. xv. 22, (c) Rom. v.12. (d) Gen’ 
vege -(¢)- Fob. xivieg. (f)-Pfal. xiv. 3. {g) Rom. ili. 93. 
fh) 4 Fohni. 8. (7) Fam.ii.so. (A) Gal iii, 10. 


{io 
in the book of the law todo them (/). Therefore by 
the deeds of the law, there fhall no flefh be juftified 
in his (God’s) fight; for by the law is the knowledge 
of fin. (m) For we know that the law is fpiritual, and 
I (poor fallen man,) am carnal, fold under fin: (n) 
and that no man is juftified by the law in the fight 
of God, is evident. (0) For we have before proved 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under fin, 
(p) Having the underftanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance 
that is in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of their 
heart, For(q) the heart is deceitful above all things, 
and defperately wicked. {r) Out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
falfe witnefs,. blafphemies. Thefe are the things 
which defile a man, nd (s) they that are in the 
fleth, cannot pleafe God. (¢) The works of the fleth 
are-manifeft, which are thefe, adulteries, fornications, 


uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, {trife, feditions, 


herefies, envyings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings, 
and fuch like; of the which I tell you before, as I 
have alfo told you in time paft, that they which do 
fuch things, fhail not inherit the kingdom of God. 
(u) Whofoever committeth fin, tranfgreffeth the law ; 
for fin is the tranfgreffion of the law, And (v) the 

wages 


(J) Rom. iii. 20, (m) Rom. vii. 14. | (w) Gal. iii. 11. — (0) Rom. 
iii. g. (p) Ephefviv. 18. (g) Fer. xvii. g. (r) Matt. xv. 19, 
20. +(s) Rom. vili. 8, (t) Gal. v.19, 20, 21. (u) Fokn iii. 4, 
(v) Rom. vi, 23. 
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wages of fin is death. (w) He that committeth fia 
is of the devil,—-who is («) the prince of the power of 
the air, the f{pirit that now worketh in the children 
of difobedience ; fuch as are fubjeét to the (y) wrath 
of God. (z) For that which is born of the flefh is 
flefh. (a) Ye muft be born again. (4) Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye fhall not 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven. (c) There fhall 
in no wife enter into Heaven any thing that defileth, 
neither whatfoever worketh abomination. For (d)} 
without holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord. (e) The 
wicked fhalt be turned into hell. And Cs ) except ye 
repent, ye fhall all likewife perifh. 


“Having deliberately perufed and duly digefted the 
preceding quotations, with others of fmilar import, 
contemplate the following 

PASSAGES or SCRIPTURE, 


WHICH PROVE 


MA N’s RECOVERY (one GRACE, 


HI 
SALVATION. Wunocns FAITH. 
AS REVEALED IN THE GOSPEL, 


(6) THE letter killeth, but the fpirit giveth life. 
(c) Repent, and be converted, that your fins may be 
blotted 


(w) 1 Fohn iti. 8. (x) Ephefc ii. 2. (y) Col. iii. 6. (z) John 
iii. 6. (a) Fohn iti. 7. (b) Matt. xviii. 33. (c) Rew xxi. 27. 
(d) Heb. xii. 14. (ec) Pfal.ix. 7. (f) Luke xiii. 3.—(a) Ephef: 
fi. 8. (6) a Cor. iii, 6. (c) AZ iii. 19. 
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blotted but. (¢d) He that covereth his fins, fhall net 
profper; but whofo confeffeth and forfaketh them, 
fhall have mercy. (e) The God of our fathers raifed 
up Jefus, whom ye flew and hangedon a tree. Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Mfrael, and 
forgivenefs of fins. (f ) Beit known unto you thercfore, 
men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgivenefs of fin; and by him all that 
believe are juftified from all things, from which ye - 
could not be juftified by the law of Mofes, — (g) For 
the law made nothing perfeé, but the bringing in of 
a better hope did; bythe which we draw nigh unto 
God. (h) Chrift is the end of the law for righteouf- 
nefs to every one that believeth. () For he (God) 
hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; 
that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in 
him. (4) Who his own felf bare our fins in his own 
body on the tree, that we being dead to fin, fhould 
live unto righteoufnefs; by whofe ftripes ye were 
healed, (/) Wherefore the law was our {choolmatfter, to 
bring us unto Chrift, that we might be juftified by 
faith. (m) And being juftified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
Who 


(d) Prov, xxviii. 13. (¢) A&s v. go, 31. (f) Ads xiii. 38, go. 
(g) Heb. vii. 19. (4) Rom. x. 4. (#) 2 Cor. y. 21, (A) 1 Pet, 
Mii2g. (1)-Gal, iii. 24. (m) Rom, v. 1. 
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{x) Who hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the 
unjuft, that he might bring us to God. (0) To him 
give all theprophets witnels, that through his name 
whofoever believeth in him, fhall receive remiffion 
of fins. (#) For God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten fon, that whofoever believeth in 
him, fhould not perith, but have everlafting life. 
(q) Uf any man fin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous; and he is the 
propitiation for our fins. (r) Wherefore he is able 
alfo to fave them to the uttermoft, that come unto 
God by him, feeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceffion for them,.—(s) Seeing then that we have a 
great high prieft, that is paffed into the heavens, 
Jefus the Son of God, let us hold faft our profeffion.. 
Let us-come boldly unto the throne of grace,. that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in tlme of 
*». need, (¢) The feripture has concluded all under fin, 
that the promife by faith of Jefus Chrift might be. 
given to them that believe. (wu) Without faith it is im- 
poflible to pleafe God, (v) Believe on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved. (w) He that believeth 
not fhall be damned. (x) He that believeth on the 
Son, hath everlafting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son fhall not fee life; but the wrath of God 

- Le abideth 


{n) 1 Pet. iii.18, (0) Ads x. 49. (p) Fohn iii, 16. (7) 41 Fora 
it. 1,2, (r) Heb. vii. 25. (s) Hebv iv. 14.26. (t) Gal. iii, 22. 
(u) Heb. xi. 6, (v) Aas xvi. 31. (w) Mark xvi. 16. (x) John 
iii. 6. 
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abideth on him. (y) As in Adam all die, even fo in 

Chrift fhall all be made alive. (z) I am the refur- 

re€tion and the life, (faith the Lord:) he that be. 

lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet fhall he live. 

The gofpel is (2) the power of God unto falvation to 

every one that believeth, to the Jew firlt, and alfo to 

the Greek, (4) And we have feon and do teftify, 

that the Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the 

_ world. (c) Neither is there falvation in any other, 

for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men, whereby we muft be faved. (d) This 
is the record, that God hath given tous eternal life; 

and this life is in his Son: -he that hath the Son, hath 

life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not 

life, For he is (e) the way and the truth, and the life 5 
no one.cometh unto the Father but by him. ‘Where- 

fore, he faith, (f) come unto me, all ye that labour, 

and are heavy laden; and I will give you reft. (g) 

Him that cometh unto me, I will in. no wife caft out.’ 
(i) For the Sen of Man is come to feek and to fave’ 
that which was loft. 


(i) Having therefore thefe promifes, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs of the flefh 


and fpirit, perfe€ting holinefs in the fear of God, (k) For 
the 


(y) 1 Cor. xv. 20, (z) Fohn xi. 25. (a) Rom. i. 16; (b) 1 Fokn 
Sv, 14. (c) d&siv. 12. (d)1 Johnv. 211,12. (¢) Fohn xiv.6. 
UA) Mati. xi. 28. (gz) Folm vi, 37. (A) Luke xix, 10. (i) 2 Cots 
wii, 1. (A) Titus ji. 11, &es z 
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the grace of God, that bringeth falvation, hath ap- 
peared to all men: teaching us, that denying ungod- 
linefs and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righ- 
teoufly, and godly in this prefent world; looking 
for that blefled hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift; who: 
gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all: 
iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people; 
zealous of good works,—(/) If ye be rifen with Chrift; _ 
feck thofe things which are above, where Chrift 

fitteth at the right hand of God. Set your affeétions . 
or things above, not on things on the earth, (m) 

Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to 

virtue knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance, 

and to temperance patience, and to patience godli- 

nefs; and to godlinefs, brotherly kindnefs; aad to. 
brotherly-kindnefs, charity.x— (nx) What, know you 

not that your body isthe temple of the Holy Ghoft 

which isin you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own? For ye are bought with a price; there- 
fore glorify God in your body, and in. your {pirit,. 
which are God’s. (0) If we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowfhip one with.another,. 
and the blood of Jefus Chrift his Son cleanfeth us from 
all fin. — (p) Let us confider one another to provoke 
unto love, and. to good works; not forfaking the 
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~ (8 Col. itt. 1,2. (m) 2 Petsi. 5,6, 7. (n).1 Cor. vi. 19, see 
(0) 1. John is 7. (p.) Heb. m. 94, 25. 


35 but exhorting one anothers, and fo. much. 
s ye fee the day approaching. — (q) Theres. 
ed, feeing ye know thefe things before, 
ye alfo, being led away with the error of. 
ec fal from your own ftedfaftnefs. But 
RAck, and in the knowledge of our Lord. 
ion elie Chrift: to fies be glory. both now 


The ‘ever. ‘Amen, — : $< pes 
are fg) a Pebvitinag, 28. ; 
A PRAYER 


PRAYER fora FAMILY, 


ON 


SUNDAY MORNING. 


Em 
Trou infinitely great and gracious God) thé 
Creator of all things, the Judge of all men, who doit, 
from thy throne, behold all the inhabitants of ‘the 
earth; to thee all hearts are open, all defires known; 
and from thee no fecrets are hid. May the folemn 
thought of thy awful prefence enliven our devotion, 


and imprefs our minds with due réverence and humi- © 


lity in approaching thy facred Majefty. In thee,O 
Lord, we live, and move, and have our being: we 
are daily penfioners on thy grace, and bountiful libe- 
rality, for every {piritual and temporal blefling we 
enjoy. We praife thee, our kind and munificent 
Father, for guarding and protetting us the night paft, 


and for bringing us fafely to the light of another day. 
Thy 


os? se hia - 
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Thy repeated mercies, O Lord, juftly demand, and 
loudly call for, our grateful acknowledgments of all 
thy goodnefs and loving-kindnefs vouchfafed unto us, 
thy ungrateful and unworthy creatures, We acknow- 
ledge our manifold fins and wickednefs, which we, 
from time to time, moft grievoufly have committed, 
by thought, word and deed, againft thy divine ma- 
jefly ; provoking, moft juftly, thy wrath and indigna- 
tion againft.us. Enter notinto judgment, O Lord, 
with thy fervants ; for in thy fight fhall no man living 
be juflifed. Withdraw not, we befeech thee, thy 
tender mercies from us, but affift us now, in our 
morning facrifice and oblation, to draw near unto. 
thee with true, penitent and contrite hearts; that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. As thou haft awakened our bodies from 
fleep, fo raife and quicken our fouls for thy fervice. 
Lift up, O Lord, the light of thy countenance upon 
us, and teach us fo to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto heavenly wifdom, 


Forgive, O Lord, all the fins and errors of our paft 
life; and‘grant us thy grace to be more vigilant and 
circumfpe& in our future condu& Afift and dire& 
us in the ufe and improvements of thofe feveral talents 
and bleffings with which we are indulged, by thy 
abundant goodnefs and mercy; that we-may be able 
to give our account with joy, on that awful day when 
we fhall be fummoned to appear before thy juft 
tribunal. 

aoe Through. 


Sek ial ae 

Through thy good providence we are brought again 
so the beginning of another fabbath upon earth ; a day 
much to be had in remembrance; a day fet apart, and 
fan&tified by thyfelf; a,day on which the brightef 
{cene of glory was difplayed, that men or angels ever 
beheld ; when our triumphant Saviour burlt the bar- 
riers of the tomb, becaufe it was not poflible that the 
Lord of life fhould be holden any longer of death. 
Help us, Lord, on thisilluflrious day, to rife from the 
death of fin to a life of righteoufnefs; and may the 
Sun of tighteoufnels himfelf arife upon us, with heal- 
ing under his wings. In the word of his gofpel, to 
be read and preached this day, may we clearly difcern 
the way of falvation; O make it effectual to work thy 
grace where it is not, and to eftablifh and increafle it, 
where it is ; to. edify and build us all up in the true 
fear and love of God, and in the right knowledge 
and faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift. May thy com- 
mands, moft, gracious Lord, appear delightful and 
pleafant unto us, as well as neceflary for us to walk 
in. May the ordinances of thy houfe be the joy of 
our hearts, that one day {pent in thy courts, may be 
preferable to a thoufand elfewhere. We bid thy 
fabbath welcome ; may it be a fabbath to our hearts; 
a fabbath of reft from fin, and reft in God: an anti« 
cipation: of that glorious and eternal fabbath, to be 
enjoyed in the church triumphant above, May our 
hearts, this day, be intently fixed on eternal things; 
may thy word be a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
unto 
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‘unto our paths; that we, through patience and comfort 
of the {criptures, may have hope. We befeech thee, 
O Lord, to enlighten our eyes to fee the wonders of 
thy law ; and to open our ears to hear the joyful 
found of falvation, of that life and immortality, which 
are brought to light by the gofpel. Glory be to God 
in the higheft, for in and through Jefus Chrift, there 
is peace on earth, and good will towards men. O 
Lord, difpofe our hearts to receive inftru€tion from 
thee, that wo may not be unfruitful or forgetful 
hearers, but faithful doers of thy word; fo that the 
great end and" gracious defign of thy appointed fab- 
baths and ordinances may be anfwered in and upon us, 


Affit thy minifters this day; and efpecially thy 
feryant whom thou haft appointed to blefs us in thy 
name, (and to break the bread of life to our fouls let 
the heavenly dew of thy bleffing attend the labour of 
thy ambaffadors every where; that thy word may run 
and be glorified, fo that finners may be converted unto 
thee, and {ubmit tothe gracious terms of reconciliation 
tendered in thy word. 


O thou who canft fpeak as no man fpeaketh, fpeak 
to our hearts: open our underftanding to receive the 
truth, both in the light and in the love of it; that we 
may enjoy more intimate union and fellowfhip with 
thee, who art the God of the fpirits of all flefh ; and 
grant that the words of our mouth, and the meditation 
ofour heart, may be acceptable in thy fight, O Lord, 
our f{trength and our Redeemer, We 
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We adore and praife thee for all the bleffings ofthy 
providence; but above all, for the difpenfation of thy 
grace to finners in Jefus Chrift ; for the benefit of thy 
word, and the ordinances of thy worfhip; for the 
means of grace here, and the hope of glory hereafter. 
—To thee, the Father of all mercies, the God of all 
grace, be rendered all praife, honour and glory, through 
Jefus Chrift; in whofe name and words we fum up 
all our imperfeét petitions, faying,—-Our Father, &c. 


neta enema > 


A PRAYER ror A°-FAMILY on 
SUNDAY EVENING. 


O LORD, our heavenly Father, almighty and ever- 
lafting God ; whofe glory the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain; look down from the throne of thy 
majefty, and behold thy unworthy fervants, proftrate, 
at the feet of thy mercy, 


Weare now met together for the purpofe of hum- 
bling ourfelves before thee, the God of heaven and 
earth, who deferveft all poffible adoration and wor- 
fhip, and who requireft fincerity at our hands; for 
the worfhip of the heart, and not of the lips only, 
is acceptable to thee, who art to be worfhipped in fpirit © 
and in truth, 

In 
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oe In the name, and through the all-prevailing merits _ 
Beare ‘and i interceffion of our adorable Mediator and Advo- 
€ €ate, we, who are but duft and afhes, vile and pol- 
luted finners, prefume, once more, to draw near unto 
* 405 thee; confefling our fins and offences, acknowledg- 
, ing our unworthinefs to addrefs the Lord of life and 

' glory; and to offer unto him, this, our evening {a- 
crifice. Thy glory, O Lord, is above all our thoughts; 

; and thy mercies are over all thy works. Where thy 
glorious perfeétions check and forbid our approaches 
unto thee, thy gracious attributes do invite and en- 
courage our applications, Have mercy upon us, moft 
merciful Father, for thy Son Jefus Chrift’s fake, for- 

give us all our paft fins and provocations; and be 
gracioully pleafed to accept of our prayer and fupplica- 

__ tion, through the mediation’of thy fon Jefus, Chrift. 

: Let our prayer, O Lord, be fet forth before thee as 
incenfe, and the lifting up of our hands be as an even- 
ing facrifice, Thou didft create us after. thy own 
bleffed i image, in an holy and happy fate; but we 
have made ourfelves vile and miferable; have for- 
feited all thy favours, and rendered ourfelves odious 
in thy fight. Had. not mercy prevailed over juiticey 
had not thy patience and loving-kindnefs f{urmounted 
all our aggravated fins and provocations, we fhould 
have been, Jong ago, juftly cut off in our fins, and 
fhut up under final defpair of thy mercy. But thou 
halt fo far declared thy willingnefs to be reconciled to 
thy 


(in) 
thy efemies, that thou haft fent thy only Son tito asi, 
world to fave finners ; and that whofoever believeth in 
him fhould not perifh, but have everlafting® lifes Oo. 
Lord, we believe; help thou our unbelief: Give us Ev." 
that true repentance towards God, and that true and : 
lively faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, that we may ‘bee, ast oe Pg 
accepted in the beloved. Save us, O Lord, from the 
guilt, the dominion and the‘love of fin here, that oe a 
we may be eternally faved from its direful confe- i # 
quences hereafter. Teach and help us, forthetimé = 
to come, to be more diligent and fhedfatt in our duty, 
and in thy fervice ; to employ the talents thou haften- 
trufted us with, and to impyove the gracious oppor= 
tunities we enjoy, to thy honour and glory, as ic 
as for our own future welfare, 


Accept, O Lord, our praife and-thank{giving for © 
all thy favours and bleffings, both temporal and ~ 
{piritual, which thou haft fo freely and undefervedly 
conferred upon us; and continued unto us, even to 
the prefenthour, We blefs thy name for thofe pe- 
culiar inftances of thy diftinguifhed love and bene- 
volence manifefted unto us, both in the comforts 
and conveniencies of this life, as well as in the joyful 
profpeét of a better. 


We laud and adore thy divine majefly, for the 
mercies we have experienced this day; that thy 
M - houfe 
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houfe has been opened unto us, and that the word of 
falvation has founded in our ears, whilft thy Spirit 
’ ftrived with our hearts, O that we may not receive 
the grace of God in vain,—that all his mercies may 
not be loft upon us; but may we be enabled thankfully 
to receive, and carefully to improve fuch incftimable 
privileges ; left, for our ingratitude, the Lord fhould 
remove our candleftick,—take the gofpel of his king- 
dom from us, and give it to another people that 
fhould bring forth fruits more worthy of it. 


We praife thee, moft gracious God, that our 
teachers are not hid in acorner, but have been fow- 
ing the feed of eternal life, and have been watering 
it with heavenly inflru@tion.. Yet Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water, but it is God alone who can 
give the increafe, Let the gracious dew of heaven 
fucceed the labours of thy fervants, that we may not 
be faithlefs, but believing; not like the barren fig- 
tree, but like a tree planted by the rivers of waters, 
bringing forth fruit in its feafon, Thou haft pro- 
mifed that thy word fhall not return unto thee void, 
but fhall profper in the thing for which thou didi 
fend it; fulfill thy word unto thy fervants, on which 
thou haft.caufed us to hope, that we may not be like 
unto men beholding their natural face in a glafs, who 
go their way and forget what manner of perfons they 
were: but enable us to walk perfeveringly, in thy - 
a paths, 


: 
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paths, not as forgetful hearers, but doers of thy word. 
Pardon, O Lord, our former inadvertency, our con- 
tempt of thy word and holy commandments: yea; 
pardon the iniquities of our holy things, and cleanfe 
us from fuch defilements as cleave to our beft fer- 
vices, Let the time paft fuffice that we have trampled 
on thine ordinances, neglefted thy fabbaths, defpifed 
thy meflengers, and done defpight to the fpirit of 
grace. Blefs us, O Lord, with the hearing ear, and 
the underftanding heart. Open our ears to difcipline, 
and feal inftru€tion upon us; that when wifdom 
crieth in the ftreets, and underftanding lifteth up her 
voice, we may embrace the glad tidings, and fearch for 
her as for hid treafure. Vain, indeed, is the attempt, 
fhould we prefume to bring any thing in our hands, 
as a title to thy mercy. We only plead the fatis- 
fa€tion and merits of Jefus Chrift, our Lord; for his 
fake receive us gracioufly, for his fake love us freely: 
And as he is gone up to heaven on purpofe to pour 
down bleffings upon his church, we humbly befeech 
a participation of his Spirit ; and may the fruits thereof 
be in us, and abound towards us, that the luft of the 
flefh, the luft of the eye, and the pride of life may 
be mortified and fubdued day by day ; and may grace, 
mercy, and peace be multiplied upon us continually. 


Thefe bleflings we implore, not only for ourfelves, 
but alfo in behalf of all whom we ought to entreat thy 
M 2 mercy 
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mercy for, in our prayers and fupplications. Bring 
nigh unto thee, O Lord, all thofe that are yet afar off; 
and make manifeft the Savour of thy. knowledge in 
every place. That fuch as yet fit in darknefs and in 
the fhadow of death, may fee the light of thy truth, 
and partake of the joy of thy falvation—Be gracious 
and favourable, in an efpecial manner, to that part of 
thy church which thou haft planted in this nation. 
Arife, O God, and plead thy own caufe, and main- 
tain thy true and holy religion, which thou haft fo 
long and fo wonderfully owned and afferted among us, 


O thou by whom kings reign and princes de- 
cree juftice, vouchfafe, we befeech thee, to blefs and 
preferveour gracious Sovereign, his Royal confort, and 
their illuftrious Offspring ; that under their aufpicious 
patronage and proteétion, as well as of their defcen- 
dants, thy true and holy religion may ever flourifh 
and abound, Blefs alfo and dire& all thofe who are 
in authority among us both in church and ftate; in- 
ftru& and guide thy ambafladors, and teach our fena- 
tors wifdom, ‘To all thy people give thy heavenly 
grace, efpecially to us, who are here met together in 
thy prefence, that we may be enabled to ferve the 
truly, in holinefs and righteoufnels, all the days of our 
life, Be gracioufly pleafed to blefs, dire&t, and go- 
vern all our abfent relations and friends in the way 
of thy commandments, that, with us, they may be 
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom, And we moft 

humhly 
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humbly befeech thee of thy goodnefs, O Lord; to 
comfort, fuccour, and relieve all thofe, who in this 
tranfitory life are in trouble, forrow, need, ficknefs, 
or any other adverfity, 
» 

Finally, we befeech thee, O God, by the ordi- 
nances of thy houfe, by all the difpenfations of thy 
providence, and’ the manifeftations of thy grace, to 
train us-up in thy faith, fear, and love here, and ef- 
feétually to prepare us for thy worfhip and fervice in 
heaven; thither may we be brought to behold thy 
face in rightequfnefs, there the fabbath is perpetual ; 
there the joy is eternal; there, and there alone, the 
cup of joy overflows; and none but the inhabitants 
themfelves can: tell how bleft the inhabitants are. 
May we, finally, join their number and their fong, 
afcribing to him who fits upon the throne and to the 
Lamb, equal honours,. and endlefs praife and adora- 
tion. 


To thy merciful prote&tion, O Lord, we humbly 
commend ourfelves this night; O thou good Shep- 
herd of Ifrael, who neither flumbereft nor fleepeft, 
guard and defend our perfons, our dwellings and the 
property thou haft entrufted us with, for thy honour 
and fervice; and when the night of death arrives, 
may we happily fleep in Jefus, fo as. to awake with. 
thee, in endlefs joy. 

M3 The 
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The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love 
of God, and the fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft, be 
with usall evermore, Amen, 


ns 


A 
& be tded by 
PRAYER mM THE MASTER, 


OR, THE , 


HEAD of a FAMILY. 


O THOU High and Holy One who doft inhabit 

eternity, the great Lord and Proprietor of the Uni- 

werfe, whofe providence difpofes the feveral ranks 

and orders of his creatures here on earth, and whofe 

word teaches us how to demean ourfelves in our re- 

fpettive ftations, *FisthiouyO°God;-whorhaft-made 

~-ame-the-head of this: houfe, ~and-thy-fteward--in this 
~family2~Lord, do thou teach and affift me to oc- 

cupy the fation thou -haft affigned me, and to dif- 

charge the truft thou haft repofed in me with up- 

rightnefs and fidelity, fo as to become a pattern of 

what may be approved of by thee, and may devoutly 

adopt that laudable refolution, As for me-and my 

Awufe, we will fervethe Lord, Grant, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, 
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ther, that no hypocrite or a profane perfon may dwell 
under my roof; and that neither fin, luft, nor paffion 
may defile my foul, fo that others, by -my vicious 
example, may be induced to countenance or encou- 
rage that which is ‘evil; but as the eyes of fervants 
look unto the hand of their mafters, even fo may my 
eyes conftantly wait upon the Lord God of my health 
and of my falvation, 


May my fpoufe be the fpoufe of Chrift, my chil- 
dren the children of the Moft High, and my fervants 
the fervants of Jefus. May all the members of my 
family become the members of Chrift’s myftical body 5 
and true difciples of an holy anf lowly Mafter. May 
neither ambition nor paflion prompt me to tyrannize 
over thofe of my houfhold; knowing that I alfo have 
a Mafterin heaven; to thom I muft give an account, 
not only of my own conduét, but of thofe likewife 
- who are committed to my care, Let me never infult 
over any that are under the yoke, but be kind and 
merciful, as my heavenly Father is merciful; always 
endesVbiing to confalt and promote their temporal 
and fpiritual welfare as fellow fervants in his fervice, 
with whom there is no refpe€ of perfons, 


‘Give me, O Lord, an underftanding heart, with 
_that prudent coniiee that I may go in and out’be- 
fore my people as one that is taught of God, and 
truly 
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truly difpofed to promote thy honour and glory, as 
well as the public welfare; being always perfuaded, 
that example is more prevalent than precept. 


Blefs, O Lord, my houfhold, and make it a houf- 
hold of faith; preferve it from vice and ungodline fs, 
and from all diforders and dangers; and caufe it to be 
anurfery of virtue and piety, and of all that is ex- 
emplary and of good report. And grant that under 
thy proteétion and tuition we may be fo guided and 
direfted in our refpeftive offices and employments 
here, that when we fhall be fummoned to appear be- 
fore thy awful and impartial tribunal, we may be 
found together, at thy right hand; and be finally 
admitted to partake of, and enjoy the glorious ine 
heritance of the faints above. Amen. 


P R A rY. E R 
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GOD, my heavenly Father, thou haft created: 

me, and doft preferve me from day to day; 
teach me to know thee, and incline my heart to love 
; and 
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and obey thee, As thy hands, O Lord, have made 
and fafhioned me, O give me underftanding, that I 
may learn thy commandments, 


Inthe Church I have been devoted and prefented 
unto thee, as thy Child; who am, by nature, a Child 
of wrath, as others; grant, O Lord, that 1 may be 

-thine, by adoption and grace; and enable me man- 
fully to fight under thy banner againft Sin, the World 
and the Devil; and to continue Chrift’s faithful fol- 

_dier and fervant unto my life’s end, 

3 mh 


I praife thee, O Lord, that I have been born of 
chriftian parents, and in a chriftian land: may not 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, nor the 
bad example of vicious children, who have not the 
fear of God before their eyes, entice me to commit 
fin, and to tranfgrefs thy holy laws; but give me 
grace to obey my parents, and to fubmit to the good 
counfel and advice of my teachers: 


Grant that I may never bear malice, anger or 
fiatred in my heart; neither fpeak nor do any thing 
contrary to thy will and thy commandments. But as 
I advance in years, and grow in ftature, may I, like 
my bleffed Saviour, increafe in wifdom, and grow in 
grace and favour with God and man; till I fhallarrive 

- : unte 
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unto a perfect man, unto the meafure of the ftature 


of the fulnefs of Chrift; and be at laft received inte 
his heavenly kingdom. Amen. 


2 Ae 
Be by : 
a e uded “FOR A YOUNG PERSON. 


O LORD, wherewithal fhall a young mae 
cleanfe his way, but by ruling himfelf after 

thy word: may thy word therefore be a lamp unto 
my feet and a light unto my paths; guide and dire& 
me on my pilgrimage on earth, till I fhall arrive. into 
the glorious regions of immortality. _ Thou kind 
preferver of my infant days, and bleffed guide of my 
youth, give me thy grace to feek thee early; to re- 
member my Creator, and bear thy yoke in the days 
of my youth. Affift me, freely to offer unto thee an 
acceptable morning facrifice, and to dedicate the firft . 
fruits of my labour, and of thy bleffings beitewed 
upon me, to thy honour and fervice. May thy wif- 
dom teachzne how to efcape all the {nares, and avoid 
all the allurements which befet my foul; and may 
‘ thy 
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thy grace enable me to repel all the attacks of the 
enemy, upon my heart ; and to fubdue the criminal 
propenfities of my corrupt and fallen nature. Create 
in me a conftant diftruft of myfelf, an averfion to the 
company of the lewd, the profane, the wanton, and 
the vain ;and ajealoufy of thofe things to which I find 
mylelf vehemently inclined. Let no corrupt com- 
munication proceed out of my mouth, neither foolifh 
talking nor jefting ; knowing that for every idle word I 
muft give an account inthe day of judgment. Abftain- 
ing from all appearance of evil, may Iever be a lover 
and follower of fuch as excell in piety and virtue, 
Grant; O Lord, that I may afcribe unto thee the honour 
due unto thy name, by preferring always the know- 
. ledge of thy truth, the fente of thy love, and obferv- 
ance of thy will, to all the pleafures of fin and vani-~ 
ty. Convince me, that the beginning of fin, as well 
as of -{trife, is as when one letteth out water. Teach 
me how foon fin will enfnare, how infenfibly in- 
tangle, and how difficult it is to fubdue evil tempers, 
and avoid vicious habits, _when once countenanced 
and indulged, Magnify thy power in my weaknels ; 
and leave me not to my(elf, inthe hands of myown 
counfel; but let thy Spirit be my perpetual monitor, 
guide and comforter, through thy word. Let no 
prefumptuous fin, no haughty or vain difpofition, 
have dominion over me; but help me, Omy God, 
to mortify them all; fo that I may advance in grace 
as I grow in years; to make a con{tant progrefs in the 

know- 
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knowledge, faith ‘and confolations of Chrift Jefus the 
Lord; in whofe early youth I fee an example worthy 
of imitation, andwhich I am commanded to follow. 
In all my ways may 1 ever acknowledge him; and 
may my faith be direéted by him, through and by 
whom I hope to be accepted, and fafely conduéted 
into thofe glorious manfions where he is entered; and 
where he ever liveth to make interceffion for us. 
Amen, 
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FOR A SERVANT, » 


% P: Gen itl and everlafting God, by whofe power 
all things were made, and by whofe wifdom 

they are difpofed and ,regulated in their various 

ranks and degrees: chien teak “moft merciful 
Father, to fubmit to thy fovereign will; and let not 
the fituation affigned me in this life, caufe me to 
murmur and repine againft the wife difpenfations of 
thy good providence. My bleffed Saviour, though 
Lord of all, took upon him the form of a fervant; 
and condefcended even to the meaneft offices for the 
fervice of our fouls: may I therefore contentedly 
bear my lot, knowing that whilft I ferve my fellow 
mortals 
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